Candide Chapter 8 Notes

1. Cunegonde tells Candide of her adventures since they parted in Westphalia.

2. Cunegonde explains that she was, indeed, raped and stabbed by a Bulgar soldier. 

3. She then went to live with the Bulgar captain, who had saved her. 

4. After he tired of her, the captain sold Cunegonde to a Jew, Don Issachar, who has established her in his country house in Portugal. 

5. Don Issachar has been forced to share Cunegonde with the Grand Inquisitor, head of the Inquisition in Portugal,

6. What do you find strange in the way Cunegonde describes her treatment by the Bulgars? 

7. She admits that her "saviour," the captain, killed her attacker not out of concern for her, but because the soldier had failed to salute. 

8. In this chapter Cunegonde narrates her experiences of love, rape, and sexual passion with men. Such instances will be repeated in later chapters. Read Voltaire's definition of love from his Philosophical Dictionary. 

9. What is the arrangement between the Grand Inquisitor and Don Issachar? 

10. Cunegonde then tells how she came to find Candide. 

11. She was attending the auto-da-fe with the Grand Inquisitor, the head of the Inquisition, when she recognized Pangloss and Candide among the victims. 
12. What is unusual in Cunegonde's description of the auto-da-fe? What is her attitude toward it? 

13. Although she confesses horror at the auto-da-fe, she is also glad that she had a good seat and refreshments.
14. She sent her servant, the old woman, to find Candide and bring him to her. 

15. After dinner, their happy reunion is interrupted by the arrival of Don Issachar.

16. Chapter 8 is particularly important for the insight it gives the reader into the character of Cunegonde. Her narrative is a mixture of melodrama and down-to-earth practicality. 

17. How different do you think Candide and Cunegonde are in perceiving the reality of the world? Provide some examples.

