Candide Chapter 6 Notes
1. To prevent more earthquakes, the authorities decide to hold an auto-da-fe. 

2. NOTE: An auto-da-fe (from the Portuguese, "act of faith") was a public ceremony, during the first part of which accused heretics were sentenced by the Inquisition. The second part of the auto-da-fe was the execution by fire, carried out not by the Inquisitors but by the civil authorities.

3. The officers of the Inquisition hand over the victims: a Spaniard ("Biscayan") who married his child's godmother (a marriage forbidden by the Church) and two men whose refusal to eat bacon (pork) revealed them to be practicing Jews despite their formal conversion to Catholicism.

4. Pangloss and Candide are also delivered to the authorities.

5. Candide is beaten and Pangloss is apparently hanged. The Biscayan and the Jews are burned. 

6. After Candide is set free, an old woman approaches him and tells him to follow her. 

7. Voltaire chooses to have his characters condemned by the Inquisition in order to dramatize his chief quarrel with religion. 

8. In his view, religion (ALL religion) perpetuates superstition, which, in turn, creates fanaticism and intolerance. What’s superstition?
9. Superstition inspires the auto-da-fe, which is thought to prevent earthquakes. 

10. The burning of the heretics is the height of fanaticism. 
11. Intolerance is implicit in the burning of the converted Jews and in the hanging of Pangloss for his opinions. 

12. What does it mean to be a heretic? 

13. Who defines a heretic? Can you name any famous heretics? 

14. How do you think society should deal with heretics in general? 

15. Do you think heretics might have a beneficial role in society? What might it be? 
16. Can you provide any examples of religious intolerance among any contemporary religious communities? 
17. After the auto-da-fe, Candide questions his optimist beliefs. Yet, it is not his own sufferings that most disturb him. He is baffled by the deaths of three of the people he cares about most: his good friend, Jacques; his tutor, Pangloss; and his beloved, Cunegonde. He repeatedly asks "Was it necessary?" because he can find no reason for their deaths. He wonders what other worlds must be like if this one is the best possible. 
1. The Inquisition: fanaticism and intolerance. How do the learned men of Lisbon react to the earthquake? Read Voltaire's view on tolerance and superstition. 

2. Who are the heretics and what are their crimes? 

3. What does it mean to be a heretic? 

4. Who defines a heretic? Can you name any famous heretics? 

5. How do you think society should deal with heretics in general? 

6. Do you think heretics might have a beneficial role in society? What might it be? 

7. Candid begins to question Pangloss's philosophy. What does he find wrong with optimist philosophy? 

8. What is Voltaire's quarrel with religion in this chapter? 

9. How was the Inquisition a result of intolerance.
