Candide, Chapter 5 Notes

1. During a furious storm at sea, Jacques is tossed overboard as he saves a sailor's life. 

2. The sailor does not, in turn, try to help him, and Jacques is drowned. 

3. The ship then splits apart and everyone is drowned, except Candide, Pangloss, and the sailor whom Jacques saved. 

4. On shore, Candide, Pangloss, and the sailor are heading for Lisbon when an earthquake, a tidal wave, and fires devastate the city.

5. The devastating Lisbon earthquake occurred on November 1, 1755. More than 30,000 people, many of them in church to celebrate the feast of All Saints Day, were killed.

6. Candide has been injured, but he and Pangloss do their best to help in the relief work.

7. At dinner, Pangloss is attempting to explain the necessity of the earthquake when he is interrupted by an officer of the Roman Catholic Inquisition, who begins to question him.

8. Here, evil appears as a force of nature. 

9. No one has caused the natural disaster, but the result is remarkably similar to that of military conflict. 

10. Like the Abare and Bulgar villages, Lisbon is leveled, smoldering, littered with corpses.

11. Theologians and philosophers had often justified natural catastrophes as divine retribution, punishment for man's sins. 

12. Pangloss justifies the catastrophe here by considering it a necessity, as something that must be.

13. People "of every age and either sex" are crushed to death, but the first survivor whom Pangloss, Candide, and the sailor meet is a prostitute. What about Divine retribution?

14. Since the Inquisition was charged with enforcing "orthodoxy" (strict adherence to accepted Roman Catholic Church doctrine) and with wiping out "heresy" (deviations from accepted doctrine), the issue of intolerance is raised. 

15. And because the Inquisition had become notorious for the sentencing and execution of heretics, the issue of fanaticism is implied.

1. How does the sailor behave during the shipwreck and the earthquake? 

2. Lisbon earthquake. Evil as a force of nature. 

3. What are the justifications for natural disasters? Divine retribution? 

4. How does Pangloss justify the earthquake? 

5. What is the encounter between the officer of the Inquisition and Pangloss all about? What is their debate about? Issues of fanaticism and intolerance are raised. 

