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IX

1. Wife returns from theater. He doesn’t want to talk to her.

2. Feels like he is thrust into a narrow, deep, black sack.

3. He sends Gerasim out of the room, weeps like a child. On account of his helplessness, loneliness, the cruelty of man, the absence of God.

4. “Why hast Thou done all this? Why hast Thou brought me here? Why dost Thou torment me so terribly?”

5. There was no answer, and there couldn’t be any. 

6. “What is it for? What have I done to Thee?”

7. “It was as though he were listening not to an audible voice but to a voice of his soul, to the current of thoughts arising within him.”

8. “What is it you want? What do you want?”

9. “What do I want? To live and not to suffer?”

10. “To live? How”

11. Why, to live as I used to – well and pleasantly.”

12. Most pleasant moments in childhood.

13. “The further he departed from childhood and the nearer he came to the present the more worthless and doubtful were the joys.”
14. Bad marriage, official life, preoccupation with money, etc. “It is as if I had been going downhill while I imagined I was going up.”

15. “Maybe I did not live as I ought to have done.”

16. But how could that be, when I did everything properly?”

X

1. Suffering continues.

2. “What is this? Can it be that this is death?” “Yes, it is Death.”

3. “Why these sufferings?” And the voice answered, “For no reason – they just are so.” Beyond and besides this there was nothing.

4. Sense of impending death.

5. Felt loneliness among family and acquaintances.

6. Thinks of his past. Happiest memories from his childhood.

7. His life grew worse and worse, just like his pain.
8. “Life, a series of sufferings, flies further and further towards its end..”

9. If I could only understand what it is all for! But that too is impossible.”

10. “There is no explanation! Agony, death…What for?”

XI

11. “What if my whole life has really been wrong?”
12. “What if that is so, and there is nothing I can do about it now?”

13. Awful truth: in his family and the doctors he sees himself.

14. Wife wants him to take communion. Why? Ok.

15. Feels better, hope that he might live. Blaze.

16. Hatred and suffering spring up, once he realizes again that he’s lived his life falsely.
17. To his wife: “Go away! Go away and leave me alone!”

XII
1. Screaming began that continued for three days.

2. “He struggled in that black sack into which he was being thrust by an invisible, resistless force.”

3. “He was hindered from getting into it by his conviction that that his life had been a good one.”

4. Suddenly some force struck him in the chest and side, … and he fell through the hole and there at the bottom was light. What happened to him was like the sensation one gets in a railway car when one thinks one is going backwards while one is really going forwards and suddenly becomes aware of the real direction.”

5. This occurred at the end of the third day, two hours before his death.

6. His life was not what it should have been, but he could still rectify it. But what is the right thing?
7. Feels sorry for his son.

8. Sorry for his wife.

9. “Sorry for him, sorry for you…forgive me.” Couldn’t complete the word. Knew that He whose understanding mattered would understand.

10. And the pain? What pain? Let the pain be.

11. No fear of death.

12. In place of death, there is light.

13. “Death is finished,” “It is no more!”

14. He drew in a breath, stopped in the midst of a sigh, stretched out, and died.

