Thesis Statement
The following information is taken from Lynn Troyka's Simon and Schuster Handbook for Writers, Sixth Edition, 2002:...

A thesis statement is the central message of an essay. It's the essay's main idea. As a writer, you want to write a thesis statement with great care so that it prepares your readers for what follows in the essay. This means your thesis statement has to reflect with some accuracy the content of your essay.

Basic requirements for a thesis statement
· It states the essay's subject--the topic you discuss 

· It conveys the essay's purpose--either informative or persuasive 

· It indicates your focus--the assertion that presents your point of view 

· It uses specific language--not vague words 

· It may briefly state the major subdivisions of the essay's topic (Troyka p. 37) 

Topic Sentence
A topic sentence contains the main idea of a paragraph. The topic sentence controls the content of the rest of the paragraph. . . . In academic writing, most paragraphs begin with a topic sentence (shown here in italics) so that readers know immediately what to expect.

To travel the streets of Los Angeles is to glimpse America's ethnic future. At the bustling playground at McDonald's in Koreatown, a dozen shades of kids squirt down the slides and burrow through tunnels and race down the catwalks, not much minding that no two of them speak the same language. Parents of grade-school children say they rarely know the color of the youngster's best friends until they meet them; it never seems to occur to the children to say, since they have not yet been taught to care.

