Solzhenitsyn
1. Continues 19th century tradition of Tolstoy and Dostoevsky.

2. Proclaims virtues of religious way of life as the only salvation for mankind.

3. Civilization dehumanized by political oppression and materialist greed.

4. Art and literature make it possible for people to experience situations that they have not lived.

5. In his literature he paints a picture of human suffering and moral endurance under oppression.

6. No “Art for art’s sake”. Avant-garde art has been thought up by empty-headed people.

7. Inducted in army in 1941

8. Arrested in 1946. Sentenced to 8 years in prison camps. Exile.

9. Returns in 1956.

10. 1961. Khrushchev – Cult of personality.

11. “One day in the life of Ivan Denisovich published in 1962. This story in 1963.

12. Censorship.

13. Expelled from Writers Union in 1969 after works published in the West. Compare to Union workers.

14. In 1970 wins Nobel Prize in literature. Accepts in Absentia.

15. Expelled from Russia in 1974. Moves to the US in 1976.

16. Returns to Russia in 1994. Alien to Post-Soviet society.

17. Themes: moral purity gained by those who endure suffering and learn from it.

18. Not in favor of Western democratic systems.

19. Harvard speech:

a. “herd instinct and need to accomplish mass standards.”

b. Emphasis on well-being and constant desire to still have more things.

c. Mediocrity triumphs

d. “We have been through a spiritual training far in advance of the Western experience. The complex and deadly crush of life has produced stronger, deeper, and more interesting personalities than those generated by standardized Western well-being.”

