Matryona’s Home
1. Continues 19th century tradition of Tolstoy and Dostoevsky.
2. Solzhenitsyn confronts in his works the oppressive actions of the former Soviet Union.
3. Proclaims virtues of religious way of life as the only salvation for mankind.

4. Civilization dehumanized by political oppression and materialist greed.

5. Art and literature make it possible for people to experience situations that they have not lived.

6. In his literature he paints a picture of human suffering and moral endurance under oppression.

7. No “Art for art’s sake”. Avant-garde art has been thought up by empty-headed people.

8. In 1945, while serving as the commander of a Soviet Army artillery battery, counterintelligence agents discovered personal letters in which Solzhenitsyn had criticized Communist leader Josef Stalin. 

9. Found guilty of conspiring against the state, he was confined to numerous institutions over the course of a decade, including a labor camp.

10. Khrushchev – Cult of personality.
11. In 1953 he was released from prison and exiled to Central Asia. There he taught mathematics and physics in a secondary school and began writing in 1961. 

12. “One day in the life of Ivan Denisovich published in 1962.
13.  Censorship.

14. Expelled from Writers Union in 1969 after works published in the West. Compare to Union workers.

15. In 1970 wins Nobel Prize in literature. Accepts in Absentia.

16. Expelled from Russia in 1974. Moves to the US in 1976.

17. Returns to Russia in 1994. Alien to Post-Soviet society.

18. Themes: moral purity gained by those who endure suffering and learn from it.

19. Not in favor of Western democratic systems.

20. Harvard speech:

a. “herd instinct and need to accomplish mass standards.”

b. Emphasis on well-being and constant desire to still have more things.

c. Mediocrity triumphs
21. “We have been through a spiritual training far in advance of the Western experience. The complex and deadly crush of life has 
22. Matryona’s Home
23. Protest against urbanism, technology, alcohol, against the neglect of old folk values.

24. Released by the amnesty of 1953 from the Gulag, Ignatich, a mathematics teacher, sought work in rural Russia.

25. Urals

26. glass partitions 

27. black leather-padded door 

28. kolkhoz 

29. worker's settlement – barracks, no partitions.

30. Matryona's place was old and needed repair.

31. Matryona’s houses decorated in the old Russian style 
32. shelter over a gate 

33. Matryona is lying on a Russian stove. Not efficient for cooking. Need to keep it going all day.

34. Matryona herself was sickly. 
35. There was a cat and mice and cockroaches.

36. Her husband had not returned from the war, and after eight years it was not likely that he ever would. 
37. Matryona had only recently received the pension to which she had so long been entitled. 
38. Russian bureaucracy: forms and stamps. People are never there, have to come tomorrow.

39. Nearing 60 years of age now, when she grew ill, she had been dismissed from the local collective farm. 
40. Getting peat and hay – there are forests all around, but no fuel to be had. Stealing peat.

41. Matryona can’t keep a cow because she can’t get grass.

42. Keeps a goat, cuts grass from side of road Matryona lived by working her petty garden plot and—like everybody else in the region—by poaching fuel from the state peat trust. 
43. A single day's supply for her stove weighed 70 or 80 pounds, and she had to fetch it from a distance of two miles. 
44. During the 200 days of winter, she had to do it every day. 
45. Work on the kolkhoz: From each according to his ability, to each according to his need.

46. Garden plots – given by the kolkhoz.

47. She fed herself on a few meager potatoes and the milk that her goat gave.

48. In spite of her expulsion from the collective, the farm management was not embarrassed to call on her for help when the harvest was taken in. 
49. She grumbled and complained of ill health, but she always went. 
50. When her neighbors called on her, she went without hesitation, and she refused their offers of pay.

51. feeding the herdsman 

52. getting train tickets – train is empty, don’t sell tickets. Same in restaurants.

53. overcoat – she has one made from an engine driver.

54. Epiphany and blessing of the waters 

55. Matryona had typical folk fears. superstitions:

a. Don’t go in the garden on the fast of St. John or there would be no harvest next year.

b. A blizzard meant that someone had hanged himself.

c. If you pinched your foot at the door, it meant you should expect a guest.

56. She was never seen to cross herself, but she called on God's blessing whenever she undertook any job. 

57. Has icons hanging on the walls. Lights a little lamp 

58. Shalyapin – singing folk songs.

59. Glinka 

60. She never asks him why he was in prison. Treatment of prisoners.

61. She was afraid of fire, afraid of lightning, and afraid of trains—there was something ominous here about trains. 
62. She was religious in the curious half-pagan, fully superstitious fashion of the Russian countryside, more generically religious than specifically Christian. 
63. PART 2

64. Married at 19, she moved into her husband's home, the one in which she now lived. 
65. The war came—World War I—and Faddei went to the front. 
66. He didn't come back, he disappeared. 
67. For years she waited for him. 
68. In the meantime, his brother Yefim came courting and proposed marriage. 
69. Matryona hesitated and accepted. 
70. Within months, Faddei returned. 
71. He had been released from a P. O. W. camp in Hungary. 
72. Shock engulfed them all. 
73. Faddei declared that he would look for another Matryona. 
74. Eventually he found one in a neighboring village, and he married her. 
75. Faddei's Matryona, Matryona II, suffered her husband's constant beatings, but she bore him six children. 
76. Yefim was a gentler husband. He did not beat his wife, Matryona Vasilievna. 
77. He did scorn her country ways. 
78. He liked to dress up, and he made fun of her village fashions. He took a mistress in the nearby town, too.

79. Matryona, too, gave birth to six children, but all of them died. They think she is cursed.
80. Eventually she begged of her sister-in-law, Matryona II, the youngest daughter, Kira. 
81. Kira was raised by Yefim and Matryona Vasilievna. 
82. Before Ignatich's coming, Kira had married and moved away. 
83. In the meantime, the next war had come, World War II. 
84. Faddei was exempted this time for poor vision, but Yefim, Matryona Vasilievna's husband, was drafted, and what had happened to Faddei in the first war happened to Yefim in the second—except that he never came back.

85. The fate of Yefim, the husband who never returned, can only be imagined, but the numbers of graphic possibilities exemplify the tortured history of the nation during his generation. 
86. He may have become an MIA. 
87. He may have died in a German camp. 
88. If he survived captivity, maybe he chose, as so many Soviet "displaced persons" did, not to risk the implacable mercies of Stalin and went West. 
89. Or maybe he suffered forced return by Anglo-American repatriation teams and died in the Soviet camps.

90. In any event his widow, feeling the approach of illness and death, had made out a will. 
91. It bequeathed the upper room of her house to her foster daughter, Kira. 
92. The rest of the house would be disposed of by the quarrels of the relatives. 
93. Kira and her husband discovered that they could acquire a plot of land in their nearby village if they could establish a dwelling on it, and they seized on the idea of persuading Matryona at once to part with her upper room to satisfy their need.

94. So the wrecking crew arrived—Kira, her husband, her father Faddei, and a couple of Faddei's sons. They took the room apart board by board, stacking them all beside the house until transport could be arranged.

95. A tractor was there and a large sledge. The sledge fully loaded would not accommodate all the lumber, so Faddei and company were knocking together an improvised home-made duplicate. 
96. They disagreed whether the two sledges should be hauled together or separately. 
97. The tractor driver insisted that he could take them both at once. 
98. His motive was obvious: he was being paid for one trip, and one trip he would make. 
99. He had sneaked the tractor out of the motor pool at no little risk. 
100. It had to be back in place by morning as if it had never been away, and two round trips of 30 miles in a single night were out of the question. 
101. They would take the two sledges at once.

102. The approach to the rail crossing was up a steep hill. 
103. The tractor pulled the first sledge over, but the tow-rope then broke and the second sledge stuck on the tracks. 
104. The driver brought the tractor back to get it. 
105. Faddei's son and—for some reason—Matryona Vasilievna lent their assistance.

106. Meantime, two coupled locomotives were backing along the track in their direction. 
107. The tractor engine made the approach of the train inaudible. 
108. There were no lights on the rear of the nearer locomotive, and the smoke was blowing in the driver's face. Shades of the Five-Year Plan—technology blind, reckless, and backwards! 
109. The repair party did not anticipate a train without lights, and the driver of the locomotive could not see through the smoke. 
110. Matryona and her companions were crushed between the locomotive on one side and the tractor and crippled sledge on the other. "It smashed them to pieces. Can't find all the parts." The tractor was destroyed, and the locomotives were overturned.

111. The narrator has a feeling that "an invisible Matryona was flitting about and saying good-bye to her house." 

112. hanging towels over a mirror 

113. the saintly face of a dead person 

114. lamenting and wailing 

115. funeral wake
