Yellow Woman Notes
Main Issues
1. Personal identity

2. Marriage and adultery 

3. Duty and desire
4. Crossing of moral and social boundaries
5. Laguna Pueblo spirituality

6. Issues of personal and cultural identity. Albanian whore.
7. Relationship between myth and reality.

8. Pueblo stories about a woman who is taken from her home, usually by an evil Ka’tsina.
9. In some Yellow Woman stories, the husband attempts to rescue her.

10. The woman in the story must decide whether she is in fact Yellow Woman, or if Silva is just using a good pick-up line.
11. Contexts
12. Ka'tsina (Kachina) Spirit, In the Pueblo people mythology, the ka'tsina is a beneficent spirit associated with rain and water. 
13. In traditional stories, the ka'tsina is sometimes seen abducting a woman who later returns to her community and is endowed with special powers.
14. Silko's story is closest to the story of Yellow Woman's abduction by a ka'tsina. 
15. A young woman, walking along a river, meets Silva and impulsively runs off with him, leaving husband and baby. 
16. Silva tells her she is Yellow Woman. At first she is certain that she is not her: Read 1, p. 3144;

17. What she does next depends on who she thinks she is: if she thinks she is Yellow woman, then she should follow him; if not, she should attempt to escape.

18. “Come here,” he said gently.

19. “He touched my neck and I moved close to him to feel his breathing and to hear his heart.”

20. “I had stopped trying to pull away from him, because his hand felt cool…”

21. Now she is not certain of her identity. Read 2, p. 3145.

22. ‘He touched my hand, not speaking, but always singing softly a mountain song and looking into my eyes.”

23. Begins to think about the folks at home, what they are doing, her husband reporting her missing.

24. At times, Silva seems to be abducting her, yet twice, when given the opportunity to escape, she returns to him. 
25. They spend their second night together at his cabin in the mountains.
26. “Have you brought women here before?”

27. “Do you always use the same tricks?”

28. “The story about being a katsina from the mountains. The story about Yellow woman.”

29. She is not sure whether she should resist him, or obey him. At times he is gentle, and at times forceful. Read 3, p. 3147.

30. The next morning she is alone and has a chance to escape.

31. Again she begins to think of her family and what grandpa would say if he were alive. 

32. At around noon she decides to go back to Silva: “When I saw the stone house I remembered that I had meant to go home. But that didn’t seem important any more,…”

33. The next day, he poaches a steer and they set off for Marquez to sell the meat. 
34. On the way, they are confronted by a white rancher, apparently unarmed. 
35. Silva tells the young woman to ride away. 
36. Once she is on the other side of the hill, she hears four shots, presumably Silva shooting the rancher. 
37. She then heads back home to rejoin her family, thinking.

38. She comes back to the place by the river where they met:

39. “I saw the leaves and I wanted to go back to him – to kiss him and to touch him – but the mountains were too far away now. And I told myself, because I believe it, , he will come back sometime and be waiting again by the river"
40. As she approaches her home, she hears her family going about their daily routine and decides to tell them she had been kidnapped, but remembers the old Yellow Woman stories. 
41. First person narrative. Her point of view.

42. The narrator asks if Yellow Woman in the stories knew she was Yellow Woman, or was that just a name that others had given her. Did she have some other name? Albanian woman.

43. What kind of an adventure is this? Romantic, purely sexual, mythological? 
44. Why do you think does the narrator follows Silva and accept the role of the Yellow Woman? 
45. Even if she is depicted as going willingly, "Yellow Woman" stories often serve to blur the boundaries between seduction and rape, and between conscious knowledge and unconscious desires.
46. Does she resist Silva? Why, or why not? 
47. How does the woman try to assure herself that she is not Yellow Woman? 
48. Does the narrator feel guilty about what has happened? 
49. Do you think the narrator was seduced? What does it mean to be "seduced"? 
50. How does the narrator describe the sexual experience with Silva? What does she find appealing about him? 
51. How is the issue of personal identity dealt with in the story? The narrator is not sure whether she is or is not Yellow Woman. 
52. Why do you think the narrator believes that Silva will come back? 
53. Do you think by following Silva the narrator is simply breaking free from social oppression, or is there something more to it? 
54. What story will the narrator tell her family as to what happened to her? 
55. Why does the narrator wish that he grandfather were alive to hear her story?
============

    Yellow Woman was grinding corn one day with her three sisters. They looked into the water jars and saw that they were empty. They said, "We need some water." Yellow Woman said she would go, and taking the jars made her way across the mesa and went down to the spring. She climbed the rock hewn stairs to the spring that lay in a deep pool of shade. As she knelt to dip the gourd dipper into the cool shadowed water, she heard someone coming down the steps. She looked up and saw Whirlwind Man. He said,

    "Guwatzi, Yellow Woman. Are you here?"

    "Da'waa'e," she said, dipping water calmly into the four jars beside her. She didn't look at him.

    "Put down the dipper," he said. "I want you to come with me."

    "I am filling these jars with water as you can see," she said. "My sisters and I are grinding corn, and they are waiting for me."

    "No," Whirlwind Man said. "You must come and go with me. If you won't come, well, I'll have to kill you." He showed her his knife.

    Yellow Woman put the dipper down carefully. "All right," she said. "I guess I'll go with you." She got up. She went with Whirlwind Man to the other side of the world where he lived with his mother, who greeted her like his wife.

