Moliere: Tartuffe. Notes
Act III, Scenes 1-2
1. Dorine has already arranged for Orgon's wife, Elmire, to talk with Tartuffe, and believes that Tartuffe is very much taken with Elmire's charms. 
2. Damis is determined to hear the conference hides him in the closet .
3. Tartuffe arrives, spouting pious comments, and when he sees Dorine he will not look at her until she takes his handkerchief and covers her bosom with it because "the flesh is weak" and cannot withstand too many temptations. 
4. Dorine feels that Elmire might be able to persuade Tartuffe to reject the proposed marriage.
5.  Oldest devices in the theater; that is, the idea of having a person concealed and listening to some type of revelation. 
6. Scene 2 presents the arrival of Tartuffe. His opening remark, "Hang up my hairshirt" sets the tone for his character, in that a hairshirt would be the apparel of penance which a person would never reveal if he actually wore one. Thus when Tartuffe loudly announces that his is to be hung up, we are immediately aware of his hypocritical nature.
7. As a historical note, when Tartuffe asks Dorine to cover her bosom, and earlier when he loudly proclaims that he is going to the prison to share his money with the prisoners, Tartuffe reveals that he is aligned with a group called The Company of the Holy Sacrament, which undertook to help prisoners and which acted as self-appointed critic of women's dress. 
Act III, Scenes 3-4
1. Elmire tells him that she wants to discuss something confidential with him and he responds by saying that he has long wanted to open his heart to her. She moves her chair just as he begins to feel her knee and to comment upon the softness of her gown.
2. She reminds him that such declarations ill become a pious man, but he replies by pointing out that even religious men can feel the power of such charms as those of Elmire. 
3. He then offers her his love with the assurance that she will be safe from gossip and slander because he also will want to protect his name; she can feel quite secure, he says, in having an affair without being discovered.
4. At this moment, Damis cannot restrain himself any longer and comes forth, asserting his determination to expose Tartuffe for the hypocrite he is. 
5. Elmire tries to restrain him, but his hot temper and hatred for the hypocrite are too strong for him to listen to reason.
6. This comic technique, called the comedy of concealment, is often used by Molière.
7. Tartuffe's passion, furthermore, is so intense that he cannot discern that Elmire finds him repulsive.
8. Elmire's primary role is to get Tartuffe to repudiate the marriage between himself and Mariane. 
9. Elmire's view is the more rational view as she maintains that a woman should not run and tattle to her husband every time a man makes an overture to her.
Act III, Scenes 5-7
1. Orgon arrives and Damis tries to reveal that Tartuffe has been trying to seduce Elmire.
2. Tartuffe who exclaims in the most religious language that he is wicked, depraved, and deserving of being driven from the house. 
3. Orgon turns on Damis and reproaches him for saying such auful things about Tartuffe. 
4. Tartuffe suggests that Orgon should believe Damis' story.
5. He feels that he is the most worthless and the most sinful man in this world. He kneels down and tells Orgon to heap upon him all of the abuse in the world.
6. Orgon, instead, turns against his son, disinherits him and throws him out of the house.
7. Alone with Orgon, Tartuffe offers to leave the house, but Orgon will not hear of it.
8. Orgon reasserts his belief that Tartuffe is worth more than his wife, his children, or his relatives.
9. Orgon's  is completely deceived by Tartuffe's hypocrisy. 
10. Tartuffe is adopting a basic religious attitude in which the saintly person over exaggerates his own sins. 
11. Here, the irony occurs because Tartuffe is guilty of all the crimes he confesses to.
Act IV, Scenes 1-3
1. Cléante confronts Tartuffe and suggests that it is not the act of a religious man to cause such strife in a family and to allow a father to disinherit his son. 
2. Tartuffe argues that he would love to see Damis reinstated, but he is afraid that people would then interpret his act incorrectly. 
3. He also explains that he despises wealth and the only reason he allows Orgon to transfer his property to him is so that it will not fall into wicked hands where it might be used for crime and sin. 
4. In the next scene Orgon arrives and presents Mariane with the marriage contract. 
5. She pleads on her knees that he not force her to marry Tartuffe
6. Orgon argues that the more one loathes a man the more noble it will be to marry him because, by so doing, one will be able to mortify one's flesh and make it pure. 
7. Elmire challenges him to become a part of a plot which would reveal Tartuffe's hypocrisy. Orgon has such faith in Tartuffe that he accepts the challenge.
8. Elmire tells Orgon to hide under the table and to observe what is about to take place. 
1. She asks him to interrupt the interview between her and Tartuffe at any moment that he is convinced that Tartuffe is not the man he pretends to be. 
2. She also reminds Orgon to save her in case Tartuffe advances too far too rapidly.
Act IV, Scenes 4-8
3. When Tartuffe arrives, Elmire confesses how glad she is to see him. 
4. Tartuffe is at first confused by her change until Elmire explains that women are by nature reluctant to confess their love and that her objection to the marriage with Mariane was caused by jealousy. 
5. Tartuffe says that he will not be fully convinced until he has more concrete proof and advances toward Elmire. 
6.  In order to delay his advances, she inquires if her love might not be offensive to Heaven.
7.  Tartuffe assures her that his purity of intent will be accepted in Heaven's eyes and that there is not sin when that sin is committed in secret. Only the scandal of having the sin known can make the act a sin.
8. Elmire says loudly that she will have to yield to his desires, and if it is a sin for her to yield, then the person who drove her to the sin must be held responsible. 
9. She delays him by asking him to open the door and look out to see if anyone is around, especially her husband. 
10. Tartuffe says that Orgon is so stupid that even if he saw them he would doubt his sight. 
11. Orgon emerges from his hiding place, completely astounded. 
12. Orgon is now convinced of Tartuffe's hypocrisy. 
13. As Tartuffe is returning, Orgon orders him from the house. 
14. Tartuffe then reminds Orgon that the house now belongs to him and that Orgon — not Tartuffe — is the one who must leave.
15. Part of the comedy of the scene relies upon Orgon's refusal to be convinced. 
16. She constantly coughs and talks to the table in a very loud voice, hoping that her husband will put an end to the farce. 
17. The scene could be played with a great deal of physical action as Elmire verbally expresses her devotion for Tartuffe, but continually moves away from him.
18. It seems that only when Tartuffe insults Orgon personally does he finally enrage Orgon sufficiently to make him emerge from his hiding place and denounce his friend. 
19. The irony is that he would allow his wife to be put in a compromising position, but only when he was the subject of a personal affront would he denounce Tartuffe as a scoundrel. 
Act V, Scenes 1-2
1. Orgon explains that the strongbox contains some papers which were left in his keeping by a friend. If the papers were made public, both Orgon and his friend would be in serious trouble. 
2. Orgon vows to hate the entire race of pious men. 
3. Cléante advises him to learn to practice restraint. At this point, 
4. Orgon's son, Damis, rushes in and tells his father that he will be only too glad to put an end to Tartuffe's life. 
5. Again, Cléante has to recommend restraint and moderation.
6. Cléante represents the voice of reason in an age devoted to reason, he offers the advice which everyone in the audience in Molière's day would recognize as the ideal of the century. 
7. The point of Molière's comedies was to ridicule any type of extravagant emotion and to emphasize the rational middle course. 
8. The person who goes to absurd extremes is to be ridiculed.
9. Damis runs in and is determined to kill Tartuffe. 
10. Again, Cléante has to calm him
11. He maintains that murder is not the proper way of handling things in this enlightened age, and that in a just kingdom such as France, one does not resort to violence.
12. If we remember that Molière was under the protection of the king and often had to appeal directly to him in order to get his plays produced, then it is understandable why he included such blatant flattery as this.
Act V, Scenes 3-5
1. Madame Pernelle, Orgon's mother, arrives and hears her son explain that he has been the victim of the hypocrite Tartuffe. 
2. Madame Pernelle reminds her son that the righteous are always maligned and that the people of the house have been slandering the dear, pious Tartuffe. 
3. Orgon tries to explain that he was present and saw everything, but Madame Pernelle refuses to believe anything unfavorable about a man so pious and worthy as Tartuffe. 
4. Orgon is at his wits' end when suddenly there appears an officer at the door to give Orgon an order of eviction. 
5. He will allow him until tomorrow morning, but he and ten men must stay in the house until then.
6. The clichés that Madame Pernelle recites about Tartuffe and all righteous men in general are almost exactly the same clichés that Orgon used earlier. 
Act 5, Scenes 6-8
1. Mariane's fiancé, Valère, , he says Tartuffe has denounced Orgon as a traitor to the king and, since there is a warrant out for Orgon's arrest, Valère has brought money and a carriage and will help Orgon take refuge in the country.
2. As they are about to leave, officers, accompanied by Tartuffe, arrive. 
3. Tartuffe announces that Orgon is now under arrest and the only journey he is going to take is to prison. 
4. The officers, however, perform their duty by arresting Tartuffe and then explain to the rest of the company that the king, who sees into the hearts of all his subjects, knew that Tartuffe was a hypocrite and a liar. 
5. The king has invalidated the deed and has pardoned Orgon for keeping the documents of an exile. 
6. The wise king thinks much more of a man's virtues than he does of a man's mistakes; Orgon's past loyalty to the king is rewarded, and his mistakes are now forgiven.
7. Orgon then gives his daughter Mariane to Valère to be his wife.
