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The Primary Desire of Man descriptive title
	Throughout time man has seemed to have a tendency to desire things that are in his best interest.  tThe thoughts and ideals being portrayed in “Notes from Underground” are quite the contrary. The lead character he is the ONLY character  in this book, the Underground Man, holds the position that mans primary desire in life is to exercise his free will whether or not it results in his best interest. He feels that when faced with utilitarianism man will do nasty or destructive things to prove the unpredictability of his free will. In “Notes from Underground” don’t need to repeat the title the Underground Man attacks many different institutions implying that things such as social interaction, religion, government, and education are only hindering mans ability to exercise his free will. Which leaves the question, how is it that things that were put in place for the overall happiness of man actually making man unhappy?
	The Underground Man considers himself a well-read and highly intelligent man, however avoid using this word in your writings. Most students don’t know how to use it  he believes that this fact is one that accounts for much of his misery. “Oh, gentlemen, perhaps I really regard myself as an intelligent man only because throughout my entire life I’ve never been able to start or finish anything.” In this quote by the Underground Man don’t repeat the obvious, we know he says this, no one else he explains that through his education he has become too conscious and therefore unable to make decisions with confidence. This brings to light the idea that if man is educated and therefore intelligent and conscious, he should never be able to find a concrete reason to take action upon anything. Because of this level of consciousness man will always be questioning the decisions that he is making and ultimately will find he is unable to act upon these decisions due to this constant questioning.
	Due to his outlook upon life the Underground Man finds himself alienated from society and from social interaction all together. These social problems stemmed from social interactions that he had early in his life. When the Underground Man goes to Setochkin’s home on the set Tuesday for tea with Setochkin and his daughters he finds himself unable to speak or hold conversation with anyone. This awkwardness in said social situation and countless others contributed towards the Underground Mans alienation from society. The regulations that went along with the tea at Setochkin’s, along with other social situations found in the Underground Man’s world plays to the artificial nature of the world that he lives in.  This artificial environment and the fact that all attempts at social interaction are regulated contributes greatly to the prevention of man to express his free will, personality, and individuality in society.
	Another key factor in the position of the Underground Man is his distaste in the society he lives in. Claiming that not only is the weather bad in St. Petersburg but it is founded off of hypocrisy and bureaucracy as well. These feelings towards society make him extremely bitter, though he is aware that he can do nothing to change these problems by himself. Because of this inability to change society he takes his frustration out on himself. The Underground Man refuses to see doctors though he is of poor health and also remains in a very unhealthy climate purely out of spite. This inability to cope with society drove the Underground Man away from society turning him into a bitter masochist forced to alienate himself from everyone around him. The laws and regulations set forth by the bureaucracy ultimately take away from mans ability to exercise his free will and express himself individually.
	The Underground Man also takes a shot at the effect science as a whole is having on society. “Who wants to want according to a little table?” in this quote from chapter VIII the Underground Man poses a question to his imagined audience who have brought up the idea that scientific formulas can be used to understand human reasoning and desire. Basically stating that though science may be able to describe the nature of the desire, it cannot explain the fact that the desires still exist. Though it may seem that man has desires according to a set of rules and formulas, most people cherish the idea that their desires are completely their own. Therefore, man would most likely be upset with the fact that their desires are predictable.
	The idea of a utopian society is one that the Underground Man finds absurd. The reasoning behind his distaste for a “paradise” is simply the fact that in a perfect utopian society you lose your choice. The only choice in utopia is paradise and happiness and with this man loses his ability to be miserable if he chooses to be. This un-want for a utopian society goes hand in hand with the idea of the “Crystal Palace”. The crystal palace represents blind faith in reason, because it represents the ideal living space for a utopian society, therefore removing the ability to make a choice. The Underground Man would rather have the ability to choose to live in a chicken coop and be miserable than be forced within the confines and the restrictions that the crystal palace represents.
	Ultimately what all this comes down to is mans primary desire to exercise his free will. When man decides to mindlessly adhere to the laws of reason this causes misguidance. This adherence to the laws of reason results in a lack of choice. As portrayed by the Underground Man when man has the option to choose taken away from him it results in the loss of his individuality and personality, and eventually will end up alienating him from society all together. It is when choice is taken away from man that causes him to act irrationally or destructively, these actions are mans way of reasserting his free will regardless of whether his actions benefit him or not. Regardless of the institution, whether it is the government, education, or just social interaction, one thing will not change about man in the eyes of the Underground Man, man will always have the primary desire for free will and the ability to choose.
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