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Man’s Happiness in the World not a good descriptive title
Since the beginning of mankind generations of survival have hinged on man’s ability to fulfill primal needs. Upon mastering this basic survival, man developed secondary needs nonessential to survival. In the formation of these new needs the idea of happiness was created and pursued in all future time periods. During the European Enlightenment the idea of happiness was defined as living in harmony with fellow man. Following the enlightenment man strived for happiness through rational thinking. This school of thought, Realism, stated that man’s best interest wasn’t necessarily following the rules of society.  Happiness continued to play a pivotal role in man’s existence, and lead to the formation of these two school idea on how man should live. Enlighten views found in “An Essay on Man” guide man through life in ways contrary to the rules governing happiness conveyed by the narrator of “Notes from the Underground”.
	“An Essay on Man” describes what man’s relationship should be like with the “universe”, through the ideas portrayed by the examples of how the “universe” is working in unison. Pope’s view of how the “universe” hierarchy works “Is the great chain, that draws all to agree,/ and drawn supports, upheld by God”(Pope 33-34) . There is a hierarchy order of all things living that works in harmony with each other that is controlled and/or observed by God. Man is a part of this order and should know where his role lies. Man is should be aware that he is “but a part we see, and not a whole”. (Pope 60) No man can fully know the whole situation that is occurring otherwise he would be in the realm of omnipresence, which is beyond the human capacity. Man should be aware that he can’t know everything and should live as a part of the universe and not as the center of universe.  Man should view his “blindness to the future! Kindly giv’n!”(Pope 85). Man cannot see his own future and view this attribute as a gift from God. If man knows his future he would not want to live in unison he would eventual try to avoid what his future which would cause chaos in the “universe.” 
In “Notes from the Underground,” the underground man articulates that as society advances men will more likely act in against what society thinks to be his advantage. The underground man describes this situation through the observations he makes while he is work as a civil servant. Man has too much consciousness, he only needs “half or a quarter of the amount of consciousness that’s available to a cultured man” (Dostoevsky 549).  If man was less conscious, he wouldn’t notice certain thing about the world and he would be blissful.  As man becomes more culture, he will know more about world be in amazement all the time and eventually wanted to sad because of it. The underground man warns his audience that science could turn man into “nothing more than a kind of piano key or organ stop” (Dostoevsky 554). The underground man believes that eventually science will have logical equation for the human condition.  If an equation is developed, man will eventually act in his disadvantage.  In society, it is hard for an intelligent man to become anything of importance “and that only a fool can become something” (Dostoevsky 548).  An intelligent man is able to make decision as a fool would, a fool know only a part of the situation that allows him to make a decision that is to his advantage. As society begins to educate man more, it will be become hard for man to make decision about certain situation.
	Both “An Essay on Man” and “Notes from the Underground” criticizes the ideology of the “established” man. In “An Essay on Man,” the pride of the “established” man doesn’t allow him “to act or think beyond mankind” (Pope 190).  The pride of the “established” man causes problems in living in unison with nature and man needs to understand he is not at the top of the chain. The “established” man would want to follow society because he wants what society wants, but man “sometimes loves suffering terribly, to the point of passion” (Dostoevsky 559).  Man doesn’t want to always act in the best interest for society. According to the underground man, man should do what makes him happy. The “established” man would not always be happy because he would have to sometime do things that would be to his disadvantage personally.
The ideas that are conveyed in “An Essay on Man” and “Notes from the Underground” on how man should conduct himself in “society” or the “universe” are farewell different. In “An Essay on Man,” Pope portrays man as a part of large order and man should work with the “universe” to become happiest. The way the essay present idea about how man should interact with the universe around him is like man is just a cog in a wheel, another part in a machine.  On the other hand, man, according to the underground man, isn’t always happy with the advantages of society. Therefore he should act in society disadvantage in order to be happy.  The underground man thinks that man should act in a way so that it wouldn’t become another cog in a wheel.
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