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	Individuality and personality are attributes, ideals, and personas that that can only exist in the mind of God; no one person can possibility have the ability or notion that he/she understands the rationale behind the two. The Underground Man has offered the unintended readers of his notes a look from the inside out. He displays how notions such as: Individuality, free will, suffering, disparity, and mans natural inclination to be stupid and sometimes evil allow man to be happy and preserve that personality and individuality that is so important to us; it cannot be taken away nor denied. On the opposite end of the spectrum there are social constructs that attempt and constrain man; these will be discussed in contrast later on.
	Individuality can be seen as exactly that; individual. There is nothing like it, there is only one. Many factors come into play when trying to describe an individual or the nature of such. How a person acts, what they wear, what they eat, the job they have, or the car they drive. Dostoevsky’s individualism is demonstrated in part by his progression through life. He is seen as a man with a passion to write and express himself. This does not go over well, as in many cultures when an individual speaks out against normal or socially acceptable standards. He is forced to move and eventually finds himself in prison with his own life on the line. Now this may have just been a political show in order to scare the public into conforming to the rules and regulations of the government but none the less it’s sure to have worked to some extent. His life is obviously spared at the last moment enabling the composition of the UM and many others. 
	Dostoesky’s time in Siberia being sentenced to hard labor and time in the military seems to have reformed his political ideal to a more conservative nature. This is unfortunate because there is no telling where his thoughts might have been at this point had he never been arrested or reformed. These are extreme circumstances that many people of his time period probably shared but there was something different about him; it was everything. This notion may be difficult to grasp; regardless of the circumstances endured by multiple people, the individualistic nature allows for an array of viewpoints on any particular subject such as the notes offered comprising the Notes from Underground.	
	Free will can be seen in nearly every aspect of life, specifically in choice. Free will can only truly be defined by actions, even in actions of the mind. Free will, without a doubt breeds desire and if ever desire comes into conflict with reason it must then be reasoned that our desires are not fully within our best interest. But why should that matter? Who are we to say what our true desires are if only for society has altered them? Human nature, if there is such a thing would point towards that which is most advantageous. Fyodor explains this very well by asserting that the most advantageous decision may not always be seen as correct from a social view point. Mans desires are just that, desires of self; they will either bring pleasure or pleasure in exercising his free will. Either way, a conscious decision has been made; it may be based on the subconscious but none the less a desire has been met. 	
	Suffering in the eyes of the UM is a way to derive pleasure from pain. Take a man with a tooth ache. This is by no means a desirable situation but the pain itself is not truly what we hope for, it’s the infliction of agony on the mind of those closest to us; they must endure the moans we release during the night while they are trying to sleep. The ability to cause anger and discontent to others is where the pleasure lies. An Egyptian queen causing physical pain to her slave girls by inserting gold needles into their breast does not seem like it could deliver pleasure to a rational person but the screams of emotion coming from them met the threshold of pleasure very well. Referring back to the man with the tooth pain; a tooth ache tends to get worse and worse over time, say a period of a few days. On the first day the pain will not be so great and it’s possible that everyone in the man’s house will still enjoy their night. However, as the days progress they start to get woken up more and more often and the man moans become louder and louder. The tooth ache will only persist and the agony the family feels due to the lack of sleep is rather amusing. This is a testament to how man enjoys progress. Re-read the essay topic and tell me how this relates to the topic.
	Progression is a passion of man. The process not the product is important. Think of a person who gets paid by the hour. While they are working they are getting paid and this should be enjoyable. When they meet the goal; the end of the work day, and its complete, they are no longer getting paid. Dostoesky’s clues us in on this by saying that he would much rather live in a chicken shack than a crystal palace. The crystal palace is great for what is and will definitely keep the water out but with that there is no room for improvement. The shack is full of possibilities. Just making the decision to live in the shack goes against what social reasoning would expect. Why would a person decide to live in a shack over a crystal palace? Because they have the ability to choose, even if that choice doesn’t seem advantageous. In their mind it very well could be exactly what they want and for that, they preserve their own personality and individuality.
	Good. This goes with the essay topic Institutions within the society strive in many cases try to restrain man back from free thinking, expression of ideas, and preservation of personality and individuality. Mans ideals may not always be good in nature but none the less they are part of the human per sauna. Take the UM for instance. As previously discussed, he was arrested by the government for writing about his personal ideas and feelings.  Where the heck did you read that he was arrested by the government? This shows censorship on the part of the Russian government. The government then sends him to a military camp in Siberia to become a reformed individual. The government succeeded in this task, taking away many aspects of his personality. In the interest of being object, the government can never truly take away a personality. Personality is something that can be altered but the true nature of it will always remain. This is more than likely the reason why he began writing after exiting the Russian military. The UM was very well educated and therefore possessed notoriety among other like minded individuals. An education is simply a further development of worldly knowledge. It allows one to express their views in a way that is easily understood by others. This may be a reason why the Notes from Underground gained notoriety. This is pure, pure nonsense. It’s totally unrelated to the paper topic.
	Formal education should never be tool to judge personality with. Individualism takes shape in many ways, just as religious preference holds little to no bearing on the subject either. The two are total constructs of society that offer a privileged few the opportunities to place themselves upon a thrown, to create a false sense of happiness in their everyday lives. People get formal education with the intent on using that degree to pursue a career path for the next forty to sixty years. They are enslaving themselves to something they know nothing about and will probably end up tormenting them until the end of days. If a person has a will; free will, to obtain a formal education on their own for the somewhat intrinsic  purpose of simply learning without the intention of perusing a goal then the mold of the social construct of education can be broken.   Whatever statements you make, always need to provide specific references from the text.	Religion is a funny subject that causes much debate due to internal feelings of what is correct and what is wrong, who is damned and who is not. This subject is probably the most prevalent of all institutions that tries to hold man back from being his own person. Religious wars have been a constant to include men trying to assert their will over others with national religions. Here in the US we are afforded the ability to choose what religion we want to be but even then it is not a perfect system. It could go without saying that if someone chooses to be Muslim or is raised that way, they will encounter oppression. This is an outright assault on individuality and in turn takes away from the notion of an accepting society. So here we see that while a society says one thing, being that all religions are welcomed and that America was founded on cultural diversity; some religions are being scrutinized. 
	Freedom is something that no one, no government, and certainly no social construct can take away. Now to what level we maintain this freedom is up to how much we are willing to sacrifice in other areas, to include blood, something that rational and civilized people are very good at. The preservation on our personality and individuality must be maintained at all time and whatever the cost. As the UM was willing to die where did you get this idea? for his beliefs we as a people must not allow the voice of free will and choice to be silenced. These are what make us, who we are; individuals.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I’m baffled trying to figure out what to do with your paper. You are obviously a good writer, but the problem is that much of what you say is totally false or totally irrelevant to the topic of the paper. I really thought the task of this paper is very simple. Namely, things like  individuality, free will, suffering, despair, my natural inclination to be stupid, and sometimes evil, are what make me happy and what preserves my personality and individuality. How do my family, my religious, educational, social institutions and my government contribute toward preventing me from being happy and from preserving my personality and individuality. Just stick to this, and only this, and forget about everything else. I could care less about Dostoevsky’s time in Sberia. How much simpler can it be?

Fyodor is the author. The underground man is the speaker/addresser. Not a good idea to equate the two, unless we can be certain with historical proof that the UM is Fyodor’s mouthpiece. 

5. Consider the narrator's position in "Notes from the Underground" that individuality, free will, suffering, despair, man's natural inclination to be stupid, and sometimes evil, are what make man happy and what preserves his personality and individuality. Discuss how the family, religious, educational, social institutions and governments contribute toward preventing man from being happy and from preserving his personality and individuality. Be sure to provide specific examples and specific references to the "Notes from the Underground".

Grade: 70%
