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The Perfect Combination of Characters 
Many of the characters in Moliere’s Tartuffe can be found in numerous other plays written throughout history. These ‘type’ characters are not only staples in Moliere’s comedies but also nearly every other comedy like it. Each character’s unique flaws are what allow the play to progress in its comedic style and without these flaws the interaction between characters would be dull and uninteresting. Upon reading Tartuffe we can look at four main characters without which the play would change completely. Tartuffe, the antagonist, is a loathsome hypocrite who impersonates a religious zealot in order to deceive Orgon into giving him all his property and possessions including his only daughter Dorine’s hand in marriage. Orgon a wealthy clueless father and husband who is deceived by Tartuffe into signing over all his belongings. Mariane, Orgon’s daughter, only seeks to please her father and will do whatever he asks. Even though Mariane sees through Tartuffe’s deceitful plan and attempts to warn her father, Orgon still demands that she take Tartuffe’s hand in marriage. Finally we have Dorine, the maid, whose character is a staple in may comedic plays with similar plots. She is perhaps the wisest of all the characters, however, her social status forces her words to go unheeded. The unique combination of these characters personalities is what provides the comedy in the play. 
	Tartuffe is one of the most interesting characters in Moliere’s play because of his hypocritical nature. Although the audience does not meet Tartuffe until halfway through the first act his activities are the subject of the play from the very beginning. Tartuffe arrives at Orgon’s house masquerading as a religious man and talks his way into staying indefinitely. Out of all the people in the house Tartuffe’s trickery has only escaped two members, unfortunately for the remainder of the house they are the two characters with the most authority, Orgon and Madame Pernelle. While Madame Pernelle departs early in the first act and doesn’t return until later in the play, Orgon is the patriarch of the house and is fully under Tartuffe’s spell. Tartuffe has convinced the wealthy Orgon that he is a good man with strong moral and religious values. Tartuffe’s character type is responsible for large portion of the conflict in the play. Without him, the play would be non-existent. Because of his ability to wrap Orgon around his finger Orgon goes against all the values and priorities society says he should have as a father and husband. After his son Damis tells Orgon of Tartuffe’s trickery Orgon responds: 
“Can it be true, this dreadful thing I hear? Yes, Brother, I am a wicked men, I Fear: ... Are you hoodwinked by this rascals heart? ... Villain be still! I know your motives; I know you wish him ill: Yes, all of you – wife children servants, all – Conspire against him and desire his fall... I’ll Spite this household and confound its pride By giving hum my daughter as his bride...Out of my house this minute! Be off with you.” (135) 
While Orgon knows that his whole family dislikes Tartuffe and wishes him gone he still goes against all of their wishes. Orgon refuses to believe his own son when told of Tartuffe’s trickery, disinherits him from his will, and signs the deed to his house over to Tartuffe. 
As the protagonist of the play Orgon can be classified as comically clueless. Despite receiving words of caution from numerous members of the house including his daughter, his wife, and even his maid Orgon remains oblivious to the true nature of Tartuffe. Orgon character’s refusal to believe that Tartuffe is not as noble as he appears to be is what gives the play its comedy. It does this by creating the conflict between characters ultimately resulting in the comedic situations such as Orgon hiding under the desk. Every time a member of the family attempts to warn Orgon about Tartuffe he refuses to entertain the notion. Finally he decides to entertain their request, since he is so sure that Tartuffe is not playing him. He agrees to allow his wife Elmire to try to show him how gullible he is being. In one of the more entertaining scenes of the play Orgon hides under a table while Elmire attempts to seduce Tartuffe. When Orgon finally sees Tartuffe’s true nature he emerges from under the table and commands Tartuffe to leave his home immediately. “Hold on my passionate fellow, not so fast!... Wedding my daughter, and coveting my wife! I’ve long suspected you, and had a feeling That soon I’d catch you at your double dealing.” (145) Orgon attempts to cover up his foolishness by stating that he has been suspicious of Tartuffe for quite some time. However, it is clear that Orgon has never suspected Tartuffe of any treachery until this moment. After being ordered from the house Tartuffe reminds Orgon that it is in fact his house. Orgon then realizes that in his blindness he has trusted Tartuffe with both the deed to his house and a safe box that contains illegal documents that could get him exiled by the king.
Mariane, Orgon’s daughter, like many other members of the house has seen directly through Tartuffe’s treachery but is unsure how to warn her father. Even after her father goes back on his blessing that she can marry her true love Valere and demands that she take Tartuffe’s hand instead Mariane accepts her father’s wishes. “But, Father, that’s false, you know. Why would you have me say what isn’t so? ... You can’t mean, Father . . . Yes, Tartuffe shall be Allied by marriage to this family, And he’s to be your husband, is that clear?” (118) Her character can by described as a Daughter whose only wish is to please her father no matter what the cost. Even when she is forced to give up her marriage to her true love Valere she agrees with Orgon. This mentality allows Tartuffe to get what he wants, her hand in marriage, even though she is extremely against it. Mariane is not the only member of the house who has seen through Tartuffe’s mask, her maid and confidante Dorine is also not falling for his tricks.
Dorine is a stock character that cannot only be found in many of Moliere’s work but also in comedies of all periods. She is possibly the wisest member of the house, however, due to her social stature as a servant her words of wisdom are rarely acknowledge. Like Mariane she has seen directly through Tartuffe’s treachery, however, also like with Mariane Orgon refuses to listen to her. Her character can be categorized as an intelligent servant who sees through all pretenses, and while she is inferior by social position she is superior in intelligence. Dorine allows Moliere to directly communicate with the audience through simple and direct messages.
Without these type characters found in Tartuffe the play would loose a considerable amount of its comedic value. Tartuffe’s treachery allows him to take advantage of Orgon and maneuver into a position of power. Mariane’s want to please her father allows Tartuffe’s plan to take hold. Finally, Dorine’s intelligence allows her to create a plan to out Tartuffe and his ways.
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