Martin Connell
Discuss Cleante's and Dorine's role in “Tartuffe” as the voices of common sense and reason.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Moliere’s Tartuffe Cleante and Dorine provide a much-needed rational and straightforward commentary about the true nature of Tartuffe. In the face of turmoil these two characters derive all their actions and thoughts through logic thus making them the most level headed members of the house. Cleante derives his guidance from a strong since of rational morality and uses this logic to keep other members of the house in check to prevent the conflict from escalating to violence. Doriene like Cleante is very wise and logical. She uses this logic to help her mistress sidestep her fathers wish to marry Tartuffe. Instead of doing something rash as she is inclined to do after hearing her fathers news Cleante convinces Mariane to simply postpone the wedding until a plan can be set in motion. These two characters ability to place emotion on the backburner and think logically about their predicament is what allows them to thwart Tartuffe’s plan and right Orgon’s mistakes. 
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