Marcus Clement
It’s a Mere Character Flaw. Informative title
	In Moliere’s “Tartuffe”, there is a plethora of stock characters that resonate from society. These characters are inspired by the Italian Commedia dell’arte form and carry many of the traits of the original stock characters. Moliere takes from this style and employs his own work with a set of characters each with their own personal mission to reveal Tartuffe as the hypocrite he is. Just like in Commedia, the characters have a certain demeanor and a general set of rules to play with. First, we have the father Orgon, or Pantalone. Next is the servant Dorine, who would be considered a Columbina in Commedia. Then, there is the Inamorato and Inamorata who are represented by Mariane and Valere. Lastly, we come to Tartuffe who looks closely related to the character of the Arlecchino or Harlequin. Each character has a responsibility to society and to their conflict with others. What do all these Italian names mean?
	The pride of Orgon almost causes the downfall of his entire house What stock character type does he represent and how does he resemble? . He is the father figure, and he is directly responsible to his household and the lives of his children, but he is so in love with Tartuffe that he cannot see their immediate needs?. Orgon’s a silly man who falls for the tricks of the hypocrite and suffers the consequences. Like the Pantalone I don’t know who this Pantalone guy is? I don’t know what kind of a person he is and how Orgon is like him, he has a certain mission to destroy the love between Mariane and Valere because of his blind pride and interest in Tartuffe being part of the family. When everyone is defiant against Orgon, it only makes his pride take over which has lethal consequences for his son, Damis, when he disinherits him run-on. He blindly pushes forward with his plans in spite of everyone’s (especially Dorine’s) resistance, and in the end, he is scared out of his wits after being threatened with arrest. Thus his pride nearly destroys everything. So, the problem with him is that he is too proud? Pantalone was also proud?
	Dorine has a very important role to play because of her wit, but she must also fill the role of the servant and be submissive to her masters. She is a shining example of Commedia’s Columbina character that is the clever and mischievous servant good!. When Mariane and Valere argue because of the impending marriage to Tartuffe, Dorine calls them back to their senses when they are unbearably stubborn. She even uses reverse psychology on Mariane to convince her that marrying Tartuffe is an awful idea and that she must deny her father of that. She is vital in keeping some of the characters sane, but she almost gets herself hit in a few cases with Orgon bad construction. Because she talks too much, Orgon threatens to hit her since she should keep her mouth shut as the servant. Of course, with an extension of her wit?, she is able to avoid being punished any worse than a severe scolding. Her ideas are radical and without them, Cleante may have still been there to save the sanity of the household, but these thoughts were necessary say this to someone and see if they understand what you mean. So even though her words sometimes pushed the limit, they were words of wisdom needed to wake up the others. Name them
	Mariane and Valere almost lose their chance to stay in love when they are too stubborn to think of the other. I lumped them together here because the hopeless lovers represent Inamorato and Inamorata in Commedia dell’arte, but I’ll mainly be focusing on Mariane. Being the daughter of Orgon, society says she must gain approval from her father before marrying anyone. Valere had already gained favor with her fathercomma and then because of all the defiance, he strips his approval of Valere from her and instead substitutes Tartuffe as her future husband. She becomes inconsolable and turns to Dorine for help. She wants Dorine to point her in the correct direction in dealing with her father. She is so in love with Valere that she is willing to do anything not to marry Tartuffe. Mariane is so blinded by this immediate change that she begins to get angry with Valere, which is out of place since it’s not his fault. Mariane is so passionate about her love that she dives in with reckless abandon and nearly loses Valere in the process. 
	Finally we consider Tartuffecomma whose hypocrisy leads to his discovery what discovery? and ultimately his demise. I’d say he is most closely related to the Harlequin in the old Italian style because of his great wit and trickery.  He is the main religious figure in the play by which supposedly everyone should aspire to live his or her lives. But in this instance, he is the hypocrite, which works in his favor all the way until the end. He is constantly using his power within the house to get what he wants. This naturally drives everyone insane. But the main problem here is that he is doing this all in the name of piety. However, everyone can see right through his disguise except for the one man who can kick him out Orgon’s mother?. He acquires everything he needs throughout the play and eventually is confronted by Orgon himself. Tartuffe seemingly wins in the end once he’s achieved the deed to the house, but thanks to Deus ex Machina, the king can see the wealth of hypocrisy in Tartuffe’s soul and has him arrested instead. So all of those tricks took him down in the end. 
	Everyone has their issues and in this play, we put the “mirror up to nature” and see a heightened version of all these character’s problems. The father has his pride, Dorine is breaking her ranks, Mariane and Valere love too much, and that crazy Tartuffe is an unforgivable hypocrite. All of these models of character were a great reflection on society as a whole, which is exactly why Moliere ran into so much trouble trying to get it on the stage more than once. But he does deploy the use of these stock characters very well with his influences from Commedia and tells a story that makes us laugh throughout because of the truth we see in it. 
	Short of the minimum number of words.
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