Ashley Ball
Character Types and How They Conflict with Each Other

	In Moliere’s play, “Tartuffe,” there are key characters who contribute to the plot progression and conflict development. There are many different character types in literature and each provide different ways to create and tell a story. Stock characters have ways of creating and dealing with different conflicts as they arise and that are specific to that character type. “Tartuffe” provides four excellent examples of different character types and effectively demonstrates how each different type is responsible for creating and dealing with conflict.
	The play begins in the middle of an argument about the title character, Tartuffe, which stems from Madame Pernelle’s earnest belief that Tartuffe is a wonderful and pious man. Madame Pernelle is not considered a major character, but since she stirs up conflict she is a vital part of the story. In terms of character types Madame Pernelle would be a round character. A round character is recognizable as someone who figuratively continues in circles and has a complicated and multidimensional personality. She is a wonderful example of a round character because in the beginning she is adamant about Tartuffe’s virtues and will not listen to anything on the contrary. Madame Pernelle is very stubborn but at the same time persistent and demanding because she refuses to listen to anyone else’s opinions and insists everyone agree with her positive review of Tartuffe. 
	Madame Pernelle is in conflict with any character that dislikes or disapproves Tartuffe, which includes one of her sons, her daughter-in-law, grandson, and a lady’s maid. She continues in this conflict until the end of the play when Tartuffe’s real nature is exposed and she has no reason to believe in his piety. There is family tension because of Tartuffe, and it stems from Madame Pernelle because she is so insistent on making everyone share her opinion of him even though the other characters are not going to change their mind. 
	The protagonist in “Tartuffe” is a wealthy land owner named Orgon who has been corrupted by Tartuffe’s illusions and is completely blinded to his evil. What stock type character is he? Orgon is the protagonist because he is the one in which the Tartuffe conflict is mostly directed at. Everyone who dwells in Orgon’s home is not fooled by Tartuffe, everyone except Orgon. Madame Pernelle is Orgon’s mother and the reason because she is his mother? for his whose? skewed view of him of whom?. Despite being the main character, it is very difficult to connect to vague Orgon because he is so stubborn and foolish for thinking so highly of Tartuffe when it is very obvious to the reader that he is making a great mistake. He seems to have more faults than virtues because he is so easily blinded by one man’s act.
	Orgon is connected to all conflicts in the story because he is the protagonist? and the decision maker. He has the power to control what the people in his house do unlike Madame Pernelle and does so, especially when Orgon tries to marry his daughter, Mariane, to Tartuffe confusing sentence. There is a whole new conflict that Orgon creates himself when he disowns his own son, Damis, and makes Tartuffe his one and only heir. This decision would threaten his station in life and would almost make him lose everything he had because of a lack of good judgment. Since Orgon signed over all his possessions to Tartuffe he had to obey when the police came to seize his home, yet another conflict as a result of his stubborn attitude and unwillingness to listen to his companions.
	Despite the ridiculous attitudes of Madame Pernelle and Orgon, there is a symbolic character that represents common sense and reason. Dorine is the lady’s-maid of Orgon’s daughter and is a very outspoken girl who is not afraid to tell Madame Pernelle and Orgon what she thinks about Tartuffe and what she thinks about them approving so highly of him. She is symbolic of common sense and reason because she tries so hard to convince Orgon to break ties with Tartuffe and banish him from their home. Even when Orgon thinks she’s said too much and has crossed a line she continues to stand up for what is right. When Mariane has to deal with the heartbreak of marrying Tartuffe instead of her true love, Valere, Dorine is there to sully their self-pitying attitudes and convinces them to fight for their love. 
	Dorine is a cause of conflict because she consistently harps on Orgon and his obsession with Tartuffe and this causes tension in the house because she will not let the issue go. However, she is also one of the main characters to finally cast a new light on Tartuffe which ends all the conflict. Even when the truth has been revealed she is not boastful or arrogant about the situation, which is indicative of someone who has a lot of common sense and a great ability to be reasonable. If Dorine was not a symbolic character then she would have simply been a lady’s-maid who did what she was told and minded her own business.
	Tartuffe what stock type character does he represent? himself is the main focus of the story and the cause for all conflict. He is in direct contrast to Orgon and is even proven to be a threat. He is the antagonist of the story because he is fighting against Orgon as the protagonist in a good versus evil type situation. All? characters in Orgon’s house are fighting against Tartuffe while at the same time trying to convince Orgon to overcome his delusion of Tartuffe’s greatness. The audience is swayed to dislike Tartuffe and wish for his demise which is how the antagonist is supposed to be viewed. The conflict between Tartuffe and Orgon really escalates after Orgon’s wife exposes Tartuffe’s treachery. Orgon has already signed over his property and seems to have been beaten and outwitted by Tartuffe. In the end Orgon overcomes Tartuffe’s spell and learns a valuable lesson on who to trust.
	The four character types, protagonist, antagonist, round and symbolic The paper was supposed to discuss “stock” character types, not just any type? all work together to create and solve conflict. Orgon as the protagonist starts out in a conflict with all minor characters in the story and especially the symbolic character, Dorine. Orgon’s conflict concludes with the antagonist, Tartuffe. The same situation is relevant to the round character Madame Pernelle as she is also in conflict with the minor characters and Dorine while being completely supportive of the antagonist. Each different character type worked together in order to resolve the conflict. 
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