Brianna Elise Allen
February 25, 2012

Mr. George Mitrevski
Cultural Distinctions Played Through the Roles of Moliere’s Characters
Each character in a story has his specific role, whether it is to cause conflict, to comfort, to betray, etc. In Moliere’s Tartuffe, four main characters stood out for the distinct positions they played concerning conflict in the story: , specifically Orgon, Mariane, Damis, and Tartuffe. Three of the characters exhibited external conflict between each other, while one agonized over internal conflict. They are prime examples of different types of stock characters that were used in the Enlightenment and Neo-Classical periods shown in Moliere’s story. Stock characters are simply fictional characters that portray typical stereotypes or cultural norms through their personality, mannerisms, and other actions and they are easily recognized.
Orgon, one of the main characters, is initially blinded by Tartuffe’s trickery until he sees the light at the very end of the story. Orgon plays the role of the tyrannical father; he is also dense and foolish. He is the clueless character that believes no one other than himself and ends up wronged and surprised in the end. To say the least, Orgon was dumbfounded when he realized what Tartuffe was really up to as seen in lines 1-2 of Act IV, scene seven of the story “ That man’s a perfect monster, I must admit! I’m simply stunned. I can’t get over it.” Orgon was astonished at the fact that Tartuffe was trying to have an affair with his wife, the mother of his children, when he acted as if he was such a holy man. Since Tartuffe was capable of committing an affair, he must have been lying about numerous things that he told Orgon before. Noticeably, he was so stuck in his ways and captivated by Tartuffe that he could not distinguish a good man from a dishonest one. 
Orgon not only fell for the lies of Tartuffe, but he did not even consider his daughters’ feelings when it came to whom she was going to marry, causing external conflict between the two. As seen I lines 15-18 of Act II, scene two, “Say of him then, that he’s the very worthiest of men, and that you’re fond of him, and would rejoice in being his wife, if that should be my choice.” Orgon puts the pressure of marrying Tartuffe on Mariane. Not only try to avoid using such expressions did he have conflict with his daughter but he also had conflict with his son Damis. This was a result of ignoring his whose? accusations of Tartuffe with Dorine, Mariane’s maid not clear. Dorine tries to explain to him that if he forces his daughter to marry someone she doesn’t love, it will not last. Orgon ignored his wife Elmire, too, because he gives all of his attention to Tartuffe instead of being a reliable husband. He was quite overbearing.  All of these circumstances prove that Orgon was indeed a tyrannical, foolish man. Good conclusion
Mariane, the daughter of Orgon, plays a significant role in the midst of all the commotion as the Naïve, timid girl, and a respectful soft-spoken child. Mariane would not dare go against her father’s wishes, even if it meant giving up some of her own happiness as seen in lines 13-14 of Act II, scene three, when talking to Dorine, “I’ve bowed so long to Father’s strict control, I couldn’t oppose him now, to save my soul.” She was clearly afraid to stand up for what she really wanted because she didn’t want to disappoint her father, but in reality she did not love Tartuffe, who her father wanted her to marry. Her denial of her own feelings creates an internal conflict of her own heart. This personal conflict, in turn, causes external conflict between Damis, Tartuffe, and Orgon.  Hearing how Orgon is forcing Mariane to marry Tartuffe because he only wants him to be allied to the family makes Damis extremely mad. 
Damis, Mariane’s brother, plays the role of the rebellious son and protective brother. He shows a bit of that rebellion when talking to Dorine about his father in Act III, scene one, lines 9-10, “No, I must stop that scoundrel’s machinations; I’ll go off and tell him off: I’m out of patience.” He obviously has some built up anger and direct conflict with his father because of how he treats his family. Damis also accuses Tartuffe of being the hypocrite that he is when he realizes he is indeed trying to pursue Elmire, Orgon’s wife. He has hatred for Tartuffe and has every right to feel this way. By disagreeing and trying to make Tartuffe look like the crook that he is cause him and his father to grow far apart and ultimately become enemies. This strained relationship causes tremendous external conflict between father and son. Eventually his father absolutely disowns him. Damis looks like the crazy one because he constantly reacts to his emotions, not thinking reasonably at times. 
Tartuffe, the master of all schemes, is portrayed as the hypocrite. He is the infamous, deceitful, antagonistic villain of the story. Orgon believes that Tartuffe is the holy individual that reminds the family of its wrong doings and sins, but, in fact, is also the one who is the most dishonest of all. Once he obtains the family’s land, he plans on taking it and leaving. He also tries to have an affair with Elmire. He obviously tries to validates it by acknowledging that the affair is not wrong if it is done in secret as seen in avoid introducing quotations lines 116-118 of Act IV Scene five, “No one shall know our joys, save us alone, It’s scandal, Madam, which makes it an offense, and it’s no sin to sin in confidence.” This implies that if they do not get caught it is not wrong at all. A sin is a sin, but he tried to validate his actions to make them appear proper and not be wrong. All of these numerous acts of deception generate so much external conflict with those around him.
Without the external and internal conflicts of these four necessary stock characters, the story of Tartuffe would lack excitement and be just another boring novel. The plot would not be the same. The four main characters, Orgon, Mariane, Damis, and Tartuffe, indeed stood out for their distinct positions they played regarding specific conflict in the story. These characters truly ignored or modified the truth before them. They had a narrow view of reality, looking at things one-sidedly. They were tolerant and very accepting of many dealings, even if they were not logical. It is amazing how human personality traits and cultural norms can easily be portrayed. These characters give this story so much appeal as seen through Orgon Mariane, Damis, and Tartuffe in Moliere’s 1664 comedy Tartuffe. They are definitely prime examples of different types of stock characters that were used in the Enlightenment and Neo-Classical periods shown in Moliere’s story.
Very good! Grade: 90%
