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Discuss how Rousseau’s character in “Confessions” relates to the romantic persona:
The Romantic persona focused on the individuals’ feelings and imagination as their guidelines to authenticity. Rousseau’s character does just this by describing all his lovers, imperfections, childhood experiences, and desires. The stories he depicts about his youth has directly influenced his view points and personality in his adult life. Rousseau’s character, as well as the romantic persona, understands their emotions completely. His character views himself as being extremely unique at a young age by being secluded and in touch with his sensitivity. “I felt before I thought,” he states, therefore, he understands his emotions rather than rational thought. He retells the event of his Aunt’s comb to explain his first experience of violence and injustice, which makes his blood boil at the thought of injustice, as he ages. He also describes, in great detail, the wallowing and longings for the older women in his youthful life.  During the Romantic era, writers believed one’s identity was located in the soul; therefore, Romantic writers expressed their feelings to connect two souls, and had difficultly expressing their thoughts in a conversation with someone. Rousseau’s character tried to confess the feelings of his soul, but had a difficult time describing his previous romantic lovers with only written language. His character represents the ideal person of his time. 
