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 Discuss how Rousseau’s character in “Confessions” relates to the romantic persona.


Rousseau’s character in “Confessions” personifies the romantic mindset. He believes he is only one who has experienced his feelings, and he is unlike anyone else in the world. Furthermore, he is very introverted and in touch with his feelings. Every action throughout the work has an effect associated with his feelings as a result. After Rousseau causes an injustice, the resulting feelings had such an impact that he claims it marked the end of his childhood. Although the autobiography is a story of his life, it is clearly a story of his changing feelings and how they affected his views on the world. In the beginning of the book, he focuses on the feeling of love, which he felt from all those who cared from him. Following a family love, he speaks of his cousin, and the impact that friendship had on his life. Later in the book, Rousseau spends a good amount of time talking about how he felt passion, whether towards a mother figure or a romantic type. All of these expression of different feelings is a clear indicator of a Romantic piece of literature. It focuses on inward feelings and the individual, rather than the individual’s place in society. Unlike the previous period of the Enlightenment, the Romantics looked towards their feelings for truth and authority. By writing his “Confessions,” Rousseau was able to discover truth about himself and interpret his feelings from previous life experiences. 

