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		Midterm test essay
1. Discuss CLeante’s and Dorine’s role in Tartuffe as the voices of common sence and reason.
	In the story of “Tartuffe” the majority of the characters are enamored with the hypocrite Tartuffe. The head of the house, Orgon, is especially caught up in helping the man even though he is warned by the few who do not believe the hypocrite’s lies. 
	One character who is not falling for the Hypocrite’s lies is Cleante. While Cleante and Dorine converse in the first few scenes about Tartuffe, Cleante is really seen as a voice of reason when he confronts his brother in scene five. Cleante calls him a goose for believing in Tartuffe’s “hocus-pocus.” Later on in the story Cleante also acts as the voice of reason when talking to Tartuffe about giving the deed back to Orgon’s son. While Tartuffe explains that he fears the deed will fall into the wrong hands, Cleante makes the point that Heaven’s cause is not up to Taruffe to be in charge of.
	Another character that is a voice of commonsense and reason in the story is Dorine. From the very beginning of the play, Dorine states that she can see right through Tartuffe and the lies he tells. She tries to tell Madame Pernelle in the beginning but is told she is out of place even though she was correct. She also tries to explain her position on Tartuffe to Orgon but makes fun of him instead. When Mariane is to be wed to Tartuffe, Dorine comes up with the plan to push the wedding off as long as she can.  Then she ultimately saves the relationship between Mariane and Valere by showing them the reason they are perfect for each other. 
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