Patrick Sullivan
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mid Term Essay

	The Underground Man attacks science and the idea of progress because it destroys the individuality of man. It takes away the ability to choose which is central to what being human means. According to the Underground Man, man cannot be cataloged or figured out because they are unpredictable. With the progression of science humans would become nothing more than "organ stops." This means that they are no longer individuals with unique characteristics but uniform pieces of something bigger than themselves. 
	Humanity's uniqueness lies in their free will. Humans have the choice to do whatever they want even if it is contrary to their best interest. Science, the Underground Man says, would not be able to explain this. For example, the Underground Man talks about a machine that could predict the future. This device would tell you exactly what you would do which removes the uncertainty of the future as well as the idea of free will. This would lead to humans becoming bored and uninterested in actually living their life. This "progress" would also lead to more bloodthirsty people. The Underground Man says that the most evil and bloodthirsty people are the most civilized people. 
