George Nunnelley

In Fyodor Dostoevsky’s “Notes from the Underground”, he puts a major emphasis on the freedom of choice for every individual. In regards to his attack on science, he believes that if science were valid, we would lose all reason for there to be any motivation for choice. Instead of having control of our fate in our own hands, it would be controlled for us through the way that science perceives as right. As Dostoevsky stated, humanity would become a “piano key” or an “organ stop”, implying that there is nothing for man to do. We are told what to decide and when to decide it.  Similarly, Dostoevsky attacks humanity’s view of progress. Just as the ideal romantic love is actually striving to obtain that love and not the love itself, man desires the process of achieving something, but once the goal is achieved all pleasure is lost. The most enjoyable thing for man to do is to destroy the project once it is completed. We are in fact afraid of achieving our goals because once they have been achieved, we have nothing else to look forward to. This idea can relate to the Crystal Palace on the basis that man enjoys destructible things and the palace itself is indestructible. 
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