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Midterm Essay
Topic:  Discuss how Rousseau’s character in “Confessions” relates to the romantic persona. 

     Rousseau’s narrator in “Confessions” is closely related to a romantic thinker, but there is one thing that keeps him from being the perfect Romantic. The Romantics glorified the individual and thrived on emotions and feelings. Rousseau’s narrator is proud to proclaim his individuality. He is writing these confessions in order to speak of how important and unique he thinks himself. He is writing about the things he knows, which are the events of his personal life. The Romantics also wrote about things they had experienced. Rousseau’s narrator also claims to be full of emotion. He says he experiences feelings before he can respond with his mind. Memories are of high value to him, because he gets more emotion from them rather than an object. An ideal Romantic is driven by his feelings rather than his mind, and they also value a memory over the object. 
     Although Rousseau’s narrator and the Romantics loved their feelings, one thing that makes the narrator different is that he seems to be looking for reassurance from the public. The Romantics did not care about opinions. They were not seeking someone to justify their feelings; they just wanted to express their feelings. Rousseau’s narrator seems to be defending himself and his personal quirks. In many ways Rousseau’s narrator is a romantic, but he is caught up in gaining emotional support while the true Romantics are caught up solely in the individual experiences and emotions.
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