David Johnson

Essay for Midterm

1. Discuss Cleante's and Dorine's role in “Tartuffe” as the voices of common sense and reason.
Cleante and Dorine are two characters in Tartuffe who keep clear heads during the large fog of irrationality that surrounds much of the play’s events. Orgon, the head of the household, spends much of the play making poor decisions based on Tartuffe’s false pretenses, while the rest of his household unsuccessfully attempts to clear his head of Tartuffe’s deceits. Under Tartuffe’s spell, Orgon plans to force his daughter, Marianne, to marry Tartuffe even though Orgon had already promised Valere, Marianne’s lover, he could have Marianne’s hand in marriage. Hearing Orgon inform his daughter of his plan, Dorine quickly interjects for Marianne, reasoning that forcing Marianne to marry someone she loathes will only cause her to be miserable the rest of her life and could possibly cause her to be an unfaithful wife. After Orgon leaves the room, Dorine helps convince Marianne that she cannot simply obey her father’s wishes when she does not even like Tartuffe. Using both common sense and reason, Dorine advises Marianne that she cannot simply love someone just because her father wishes her to.  Dorine tells her that she will be the bride and therefore she is the one who should ultimately be satisfied with the marriage, not her father. Dorine is not afraid to speak out and voice reason to the other characters when the situation calls for it. Another major source of common sense and reason is Cleante. At the beginning of the play, Cleante confronts Orgon after witnessing the effect Tartuffe has on Orgon. Cleante sees right through Tartuffe’s act and tells Orgon that people who are truly pious are humble and do not try to show off their holiness as Tartuffe does.  Cleante, through many metaphors, explains how there is a difference between true piety and hypocrisy. He also goes on to explain that he is not trying to act as though he is all-knowing, but he does know one thing for certain. He knows that he holds great respect for people whose faith is steadfast and strong and therefore, he despises false piety to the utmost. Cleante is a wise character in the play and an extremely strong voice of reason. 
