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Discuss Cleante's and Dorine's role in “Tartuffe” as the voices of common sense and reason.

Cleante and Dorine are both reasonable characters that help resolve conflict in “Tartuffe.”  Cleante, who is Orgon’s brother in law, can tell from the beginning that Tartuffe is a hypocrite and should not be trusted.  Through out the play, he tries to convince everyone, especially Orgon of this.  When Orgon decided Mariane should marry Tartfuffe, Cleante tries to be the voice of reason with him because she is already engaged to marry Valere.  He is a logical thinker and tried to make everyone at peace with each other.  
Dorine is also a voice in common sense in the play because she wants to resolve the conflict that is Tartuffe.  When Orgon tells Dorine of his plans to marry Mariane to Tartuffe, she is the voice of reason when she explains that he has no property, wealth, or social standing.  She uses her common sense to try to get Orgon to see that marrying Tartuffe and Mariane would be foolish.  Dorine was also reasonable when thinking of a plan to get Mariane out of marrying Tartuffe.    Dorine consoles Mariane and tells her to keep putting off the wedding until they can absolve the arrangement.  This was definitely a reasonable thing for her to do because it kept Mariane and Valere from being mad at each other, and also keep Mariane from marrying Tartuffe.  Cleante and Dorine were both voices of reason during the play and helped resolved problems that occurred.
