Trent Franklin
Essay Question Number One

	I found it interesting that Dorine, the daughters female servant, was quite possibly the most intelligent and cunning character in the story. She was allowed to speak freely without any sort of repercussions in nearly every situation except for the time when Orgon broke the news about Mariane’s marriage with Tartuffe to Dorine and Mariane, which he tried to slap her and missed, and even then any sort of punishment was dropped. I think the idea of a wise and cunning servant is something that was probably very different in a time where the position of women was becoming increasingly insignificant; especially in a time where literature was written by the cultural elite for the cultural elite. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	As for Cleante, I felt like he was the pious person Orgon took Tartuffe to be. Orgon wanted to have this pious friend or mentor and all along he had one readily available, and for that matter one whose past whereabouts were known. Your brother-in-law is a perfectly logical person to listen to especially when by your own self admittance he is a great advice giver. I think the fact that the obviously correct answer of who to take advice from is ignored repeatedly by Orgon is really the heart of this satire. The whole play does not exist if he listens to Cleante’s wise advice. Cleante has nothing to gain from Orgons decisions and Tartuffe has everything to gain. 

	
