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[bookmark: _GoBack]Discuss Cleante’s and Dorine’s role in “Tartuffe” as the voices of common sense and reason.
	One of the most important ideals of the Age of Enlightenment is reason. In “Tartuffe”, Moliere uses satire to show the unpleasant results of acting in contrast with reason. The story begins with Orgon and Madame Pernelle completely deceived by Tartuffe and blind to his apparent hypocrisy. Cleante and Dorine continuously try to make them aware of his lies, but they reject reason and remain ignorant as Orgon increasingly puts more trust in Tartuffe. Madame Pernelle begins the story criticizing the household and praising Tartuffe. She claims he practices what he preaches and should be listened to. She says “whatever he reproves deserves reproof”. Dorine combats her statement by asking why Tartuffe is so bothered by visitors, if his aim is solely piety. Dorine suggests that perhaps he’s jealous, which Madame declares to be “rubbish”. Shortly after, Orgon is engaged in conversation with Cleante discussing his respect for Tartuffe’s humbleness and piety. Orgon goes on to describe the lavish public acts that Tartuffe made to appear pious. He says that Tartuffe has everyone watching as he weeps and prays on the ground. Cleante immediately points out that a truly humble individual wouldn’t be so flashy about his displays of holiness. Cleante compares Tartuffe to a false coin, a mask, and a scarecrow. Orgon is unconvinced and decides his daughter should marry Tartuffe, even though she despises him. Dorine responds by trying to convince Orgon of the bad consequences that will arise if he forces his daughter to marry someone she hates. Dorine tells him that this forced marriage will likely lead to unfaithfulness. Orgon says it will be good for her and continues with the marriage plans. Despite their rational conclusions and attempts to reason with Orgon, it isn’t until he witnesses the hypocrisy himself that he is finally convinced. 
