Discuss Cleante's and Dorine's role in “Tartuffe” as the voices of common sense and reason


	At the beginning of the play, “Tartuffe,” one of the key characters already has a negative view towards the character, Tartuffe. Dorine is a lady’s-maid that represents common sense and reason in the play. She has a negative view of Tartuffe and considers him a fraud and believes that he has completely brainwashed her master, Orgon, into believing he is a saint. Throughout the play Dorine voices her strong opinion about Tartuffe’s deceptive character and tries to convince Orgon that he is a fake and should not be trusted. Orgon’s own brother, Cléante, tries to persuade Orgon to banish Tartuffe from the house. Cléante uses reason in the first few scenes by explaining to Orgon what a true pious man would be like and pointing out how Tartuffe possesses none of those qualities. 
	When Orgon announces that his daughter, Mariane, is to be married to Tartuffe instead of her true love, Valère, Dorine is needed to provide reason to the situation. When Mariane and Valère get into an argument when Valère hears the news of the engagement Dorine steps in because both lovers are acting childish. They are telling each other that they no longer loved the other and that they were happy to be free from their love. Dorine knows of course that this is not true and talks Mariane and Valère out of their foolish self-pitying game. The lovers know Dorine is right and they resolve to quit fighting each other and start fighting Orgon and Tartuffe.
	If Dorine and Cléante were not part of story then there would have been no common sense or reason anywhere. Tartuffe would have never been exposed for his unforgivable nature and Mariane would have been forced to be in a marriage with someone she did not love.
