Clarise Lispector (1925-1977)
“Daydreams of a Drunk Woman”
1. Born in the Ukraine, her parents emigrated to Brazil.

2. Lived 8 years in the US; returned to Brazil in 1959

3. Frequently writes about women’s experience.

4. Little action.

5. Influenced by existentialist writers, Camus and Sartre.

6. Existentialist quest to understand the self through portrayal of inner experiences.

7. Interrogating our sense of self, of identity.

8. Modernist, experimental style.

9. Exploration of the subconscious.

10. Stream of consciousness and interior dialogue technique.

11. Narrative evolves from some momentary experience or minor episode that seems quite insignificant in itself.

12. Fragmented scenes: time shifts, attention wanders.

13. Reality as perceived and experienced by the individual. Phenomenology.
14. Lack of communication with others, and of oneself to others.
15. “Two days in the life of…”

16. Gradual and fragmentary revelation of the protagonist’s character, her social status and situation:

a. Urban, leisured, fascinated with her own image

b. Prosperous: starched embroidered sheets.

c. Relation to husband and children.

d. Unfocused rage throughout the day (in bed). Anger directed at the entire world.
e. Daydreams a lover.

f. Imaginative (and drunken) blurring of boundaries: her perceptions at dinner.

g. Information about her previous life, her reason for drinking, her reason for marriage?

h. Conflict of inner life and everyday reality.

i. Hallucinations, flashbacks.

17. Read beginning. 1.
18.  2. Breasts of several women. This might look like a painting by Picasso. Can you explain how this might be the Modernist view of the self?
19. 3. Relationship with husband.

20. She remained in bed the whole day long.

21. What is the woman's opinion of herself? Next day. Scolds herself “What a lazy bitch you’ve turned out to be!”

22.  Description of dinner on the night before.

23. Goes to dinner, drunk, with her husband and a rich businessman.

24. “She despised her husband beyond words! She looked at her husband stuffed into his new suit and found him so ridiculous.” Anna in Lady with the Dog”?
25. 5. Her view of her surroundings when drunk. Read “When she got drunk…”
26. View of the self when drunk: “swollen and rotund like a large cow.”

27. 6. Read. View of the people in the restaurant.

28. 7. Sees her body merging with the surroundings, everything is flesh.

29. “What’s wrong with me?”
30. “What a lazy bitch you’ve become.”

31. Last line: “The vulgarity exploded in a sudden outburst of affection; “you slut”, she cried out, laughing.
32. Throughout the story the woman says that she is protected and saved from misfortune. But she also says that she is miserable. What do you think is the cause of her misery?
33. What do you think is wrong with the woman?

34. Do you think her view of herself is nothing more than the "daydream of a drunk woman," or is it actually real. Is this how she would see herself in a sober state? “In vino veritas”.
35. Find a good definition of "narcissism" and explain how the woman may be narcissistic.
36. How does your mind become aware of your body? If it had no senses?

37. Is it possible for the self to experience itself?

38. The self as body and mind.
