World Literature II (ENGL 2210)
Midterm
Spring 2012
THIS IS NOT AN OPEN BOOK OR OPEN NOTES TEST! Select questions from each category to add up to the appropriate number of points for the specific category. Start each category on a new page (not a new sheet). At the top of the page for each category write the title of the category and the number of points (Example: The Enlightenment. 6 points). Your answers must be SPECIFIC to the work in question, and not just a rephrasing of the question. Provide specific examples or facts where required. Unless stated otherwise, you should provide one example or fact for each point in the question. You may pick questions out of sequence. Start with those questions of whose answer you are certain. WRITE LEGIBLY! I will mark wrong any answers that I cannot read. For each answer, write down the number of the question followed by the number of points for that question, followed by your answer. Example:
1. (2) This is my answer for this question.

The Enlightenment. Select 6 points

1.  (2) What are the approximate years of the period of Enlightenment?

2. (2) What did Rene Descartes contribute to the philosophy of being? Don’t just quote “I think, therefore I am”.

3. (3) What is Deism?

4. (2) What did "public" life designate during the age of the Enlightenment?

5. (1) What did people do in the French “salons”? a. Probably discussed the opening of new trade routs to Asia; b. Enjoyed drinking imported wines from South America; c. Discussed literature and the arts; d. Enjoyed getting their hair done in the new Egyptian style.

6. (3) What did “constancy of human nature” mean to the folks of the Enlightenment?

7. (2) What was the 18th century view of marriage?

8. (3) What is a good definition of “satire”?

“An Essay on Man”. Select 6 points

1. (3) What does the “Great Chain of Being” refer to?
2. (2) What's Pope's reply to those who say that man is not perfect?
3. (2) Pope says that our "blindness to the future" is a kind gift. How so?

4. (2) "In Pride, in reasoning Pride, our error lies;" How so, according to Pope?
5. (2) Why does man feel that nature has been unkind to him, according to Pope, not according to you?
6. (3) What’s Pope’s (NOT your) one proof of God’s existence?

7. (3) What point is Pope making in these two lines: "From Nature's chain whatever link you strike,/
Tenth or ten thousandth, breaks the chain alike."
“Tartuffe”. Select 8 points.

1. (2) What does Moliere say is the function of comedy in his Preface to Tartuffe?
2. (2) What are the main complaints of Orgon's mother Madame Pernelle about the way the household is being run?
3. (2) What are two of Tartuffe’s qualities that Orgon admires?
4. (2) What passion do you think motivates Orgon to trust Tartuffe?
5. (2) Why is Elmire opposed to telling her husband Orgon about the incident with Tartuffe?
6. (2) Provide one example of how Tartuffe uses reverse psychology with Orgon?
7. (3) Provide 3 examples of how Orgon is acting in a way that is contrary to the socially established role of a husband and a father.
8. (2) How does Elmire's plan to unmask Tartuffe work?
9. (2) How was Orgon saved by the King?
10. (2) List 2 ways that order is restored in the family at the end of the play.
Romanticism. Select 6 points

1.  (1) What is a good guide to knowledge and certainty (truth), according to the Romantics? a. reason; b. feeling; c. action; d. philosophy

2. (2) Name 2 unique characteristics of a Romantic painting.

3. (2)What was the Romantic view of traditional authority?

4. (1) Authority, according to the Romantics, should be located in: a. oneself; b. the state; c. religion; d. science

5. (1) Romantics believed: a. in the essential evil nature of man; b. that man can find salvation only through incessant prayer; c. in the essential goodness of human nature

6. (2) What was the Romantic view of the primitive?

7. (2) In what way can the American and French Revolution be considered as outcomes of Romantic ideals?

8. (2) What specifically is Immanuel Kant’s contribution to Romanticism?

9. (2) What is the Romantic view of the relationship between the individual and society?

10. (1) According to the Romantics, who has higher capacity to feel and express emotions. a. children; b. Parisians; c. Enlightened intellectuals.

“Confessions”. Select 6 points

1.  (2) How does the narrator resemble Voltaire's Candide?

2. (2) The narrator says that he has a sensitive heart, and considers it to be the "source of all the misfortunes" of his life. Why?

3. (1) What does the narrator think is the reason for his lack of success with women? a) He loves them too much, b) He is too poor to buy them expensive gifts, c) He is too ugly.

4. (1) One thing that the narrator is very likely to find great pleasure in is a) crying and watching his tears fall down, b) having lots of girlfriends, c) having his feet tickled.

5. (2) What specific distinction does the narrator make between his heart and his mind?

6. (2) Describes the narrator's (NOT YOURS) ideal romantic lover.

7. (2) What does he mean when he says "I am a man of very strong passions"?

8. (2) The narrator bemoans the fact that he has a hard time meeting good people. What is the reason?

9. (1) How does he try to figure out if when he dies he is going to be saved or damned? a. Throws a rock against a tree; b. Tosses a coin; c. Asks the local Prophet; d. Counts the number of times he has sinned against the number of times he has confessed his sins.

Romantic Poetry. Select 6 points

Percy Bysshe Shelley

1. What kind of mood do the first two stanzas in "Stanzas Written in Dejection" project? (2)
2. What is the poet lamenting (in your own words) in “A Lament”? (2)
William Blake

1. List 3 characteristics of the Romantic genre in the poems "To Spring", "To the Evening Star". (3)
John Keats

1. Explain in your own words what "the highest bliss of human-kind" refers to in "O Solitude! if I must with thee dwell". (3)
William Wordsworth. "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud"
1. What is the speaker's " inward eye"? Why is it the "bliss of solitude"? (2)
2. Of what value to humans are natural scenes as the one presented in the poem? (3)
Russian Romantic Lyrics. Select 6 points

1. (3) What does “personification of nature” mean, and give one example from any of the Russian poems.
2.  (3) Explain how the poet is like a Prophet, according to Pushkin’s “The Prophet”.

3. (1) What is the poet’s wish for the beloved in Pushkin’s “I loved you once.”? a. I wish you loved me as much as I loved you. b. I wish you find someone to love you as much as I loved you. c. I wish I had never loved you. d. May God grant you all your wishes.

4. (2) The poet in “Silence” tells the reader that it’s better to be silent. Why is silence better, according to the poem?
5. (2) What makes the poet in Lermontov’s “I am weary and sad” lonely and sad?

6. (2) The Romantic view is that it’s impossible to love forever. Why may that be, according to the Romantics?

7. (2) What similarity do you find in the reason why the poet is lonely in Lermontov’s "Alone, I come out on the road" and any of Heine's poems?

Realism. Select 6 points.

1. (2) What was the changing role of religion in the 19th century?

2. (2) List 1 view that the realists had toward art and its role in society.

3. (2) What are two innovations of 19th century Realism as an art form? 

4. (2) What was the role of the middle class in this new literary movement? 

5. (2) What did Chekhov have to say about art? 

6. (2) What role should the artist's own personality and desires play in art?

7. (3) List two specific features that distinguish a Realist painting from a Neoclassical painting.

8. (1) Which one of these is most likely NOT a view that a 19th century Realists would have? a. Innocence is a path to knowledge; b. Emphasis on inner (psychic) experiences; c. Experience and reason are good paths to knowledge; d. Emphasis on pleasurable emotions.

9. (1) Who was Zola? a. A famous chemist; b. A famous Italian modernist dancer; c. A German philosopher; d. A French writer.

“Notes from the Underground”. Select 10 points.

1.  (2) What is the UM’s attitude toward humiliation, helplessness and despair?

2.  (2) What’s wrong with 2 * 2 = 4, according to the UM?

3. (2) What’s wrong with the ideals of the Enlightenment, according to the UM? 

4. (2) Why is it not possible to determine what is to man’s advantage, according to the UM?

5. (2) What is the thing that is dearest to man, according to the UM?

6.  (2) What would man do, according to the UM, to make sure that reason does not prevail?

7. (2) Why is man fond of destruction and chaos, according to the UM?

8. (2) What two things does the UM not like about the Crystal palace?

9.  (3) What are three advantages, according to the UM, that are discovered and promoted by society?

10. (3) The UM says that science teaches man that he is a "piano key" or an "organ stop". What does he mean by that? 

Essay. Select one topic. Write no fewer than 200 words.
1. Discuss Cleante's and Dorine's role in “Tartuffe” as the voices of common sense and reason.
2. Discuss how Rousseau’s character in “Confessions” relates to the romantic persona.
3. Discuss the underground man's attack on the idea of progress and the benefits of science.
