ENGL 2210 World Literature 2

Midterm Spring 2006
Select questions from each category to add up to the appropriate number of points for the specific category. Questions will be worth between 1 and 3 points. You may answer questions out of order. Your answers must be SPECIFIC to the work or reading in question, and not just a rephrasing of the question. Provide specific examples or facts for each answer. Unless stated otherwise, you should provide one specific and concrete example or fact for each point in the question. Don’t just rephrase the same answer. See me if you need an explanation for any of the questions. Write the answers for each category on a separate sheet. At the top of each sheet, write your name and the title of the category. Write on one side of a sheet only. WRITE LEGIBLY! I will mark wrong any answer that I cannot read. For each answer, write the number of the question, followed by the number of points for that question, followed by your answer. Example:

15. (2) This is my answer for question number 15.
THIS IS NOT AN OPEN BOOK OR OPEN NOTES TEST!

Enlightenment. Select 8 points.
1. (2) What are the approximate years of the period of Enlightenment?

2. (2) What did Rene Descartes contribute to the philosophy of being? Don’t just quote “I think, therefore I am”.
3. (3) What is Deism?

4. (2) What did "public" life designate during the age of the Enlightenment?

5. (1) What did people do in the French “salons”? a. Probably discussed the opening of new trade routs to Asia; b. Enjoyed drinking imported wines from South America; c. Discussed literature and the arts; d. Enjoyed getting their hair done in the new Egyptian style.

6. (3) What did “constancy of human nature” mean to the folks of the Enlightenment?

7. (2) What was the 18th century view of marriage?

8. (3) What is a good definition of “satire”?

Candide. Select 12 points.
1. (2) Name two institutions that are satirized in the novel.
2. (3) Define philosophical optimism?

3. (2) Who were the Anabaptists?

4. (2) Provide one example from the novel of evil as a force of nature.
5. (1) What is Pangloss’s profession? A. He is a philosopher and a tutor; b. minds the Baron’s horses;  is the Baron’s cook.

6. (1) Why does Candide get flogged by the local regiment? A. being a coward; b. For insulting the Bulgar King; For taking a walk without permission.

7. (1) If you went to an auto-da-fé, you would most likely see; a. A car show with the latest models; b. Several persons being roasted over a slow fire; A grand fireworks display.

8. (2) How was the Inquisition a result of intolerance?

9. (2) What did the New World represented for many Europeans during the age of Enlightenment?

10. (2) What is the land of the Biglugs supposed to satirize?
11. (1) The religion attributed to Eldorado is actually a type of: a. National Socialism; b.Deism; c. Sophism; d. Cartesianism

12. (2) Name two unique aspects of the religion in Eldorado.

13. (1) We most often refer to a place like Eldorado as: a. Utopia; b. Pantopia; c. Dystopia; d. Myopia

14. (2) How is Martin’s philosophy different from that of Pangloss?

15. (1) If you wanted to talk about literature and the arts, you would most likely want to speak with: a. The Dervish; b. Cacambo; c. Lord Pococurante; d. a Biglug
16. (2) What must man do, according to the old man at the end of the novel, to keep from evil, boredom, vice, and poverty?

Romanticism and “Confessions”. Select 7 points.
1. (1) What is a good guide to knowledge and certainty (truth), according to the Romantics? a. reason; b. feeling; c. action; d. philosophy

2. (2)What was the Romantic view of traditional authority?

3. (1) Authority, according to the Romantics, should be located in: a. oneself; b. the state; c. religion; d. science
4. (1) Romantics believed: a. in the essential evil nature of man; b. that man can find salvation only through incessant prayer; c. in the essential goodness of human nature

5. (2) What was the Romantic view of the primitive?

6. (2) In what ways can the American and French Revolution be considered as outcomes of Romantic ideals?

7. (2) What specifically is Immanuel Kant’s contribution to Romanticism?

8. (1) What does the narrator in “Confessions” think is the reason for his lack of success with women? a) He loves them too much, b) He is too poor to buy them expensive gifts, c) He is too ugly.

9. (1) One thing that the narrator in “Confessions”  is very likely to find great pleasure in is a) crying and watching his tears fall down, b) having lots of girlfriends, c) having his feet tickled.

10. (2) What specific distinction does the narrator in “Confessions” make between his heart and his mind?

Romantic art and poetry. Select 8 points.
1. (2) Name 2 unique characteristics of a Romantic painting.
2. (3) What is “dejection” and what is the Romantic poet’s view of it?

3. (2) What is the Romantic view of death?

4. (2) List two examples, from the poems we read, of the Romantic concept of “desire for the unattainable object”.

5. (2) Explain how the poet is like a prophet, according to Pushkin’s “The Prophet”.

6. (2) The poet in “Silence” tells the reader that it’s better to be silent. Why is silence better, according to the Romantics?

7. (2) The Romantic view is that it’s impossible to love forever. Why might that be, according to the Romantics (not according to you)?

8. (3) What does “personification of nature” mean, and give one example from any of the assigned poems.
9. (2) What similarity do you find in the reason why the poet is lonely in Lermontov’s "Alone, I come out on the road" and any of Heine's poems?

10. (1) According to the Romantics, who has higher capacity to feel and express emotions. a. children; b. Parisians; c. Enlightened intellectuals.
Realism. Select 6 points.
1. (2) What was the changing role of religion in the 19th century?

2. (1) List 1 view that the realists had toward art and its role in society.

3. (2) What are two innovations of 19th century Realism as an art form? 

4. (2) What was the role of the middle class in this new literary movement? 

5. (2) What did Chekhov have to say about art? 

6. (2) What should the role of the writer be, and not be, according to the realists?

7. (2) List two specific features that distinguish a Realist painting from a Neoclassical painting.

8. (1) Which one of these is most likely NOT a view that a 19th century Realists would have? A. Innocence is a path to knowledge; b. Emphasis on inner (psychic) experiences; c. Experience and reason are good paths to knowledge; d. Emphasis on pleasurable emotions.

Dostoevsky and “Notes from the Underground”. Select 15 points.

1. (2) What specifically is Dostoevsky's opinion of the West?

2. (2) What is wrong with socialism, according to Dostoevsky (not according to you)?

3. (2) The narrator says that intelligent people cannot become anything, only fools can become something. Why is that, according to him?

4. (2) How can being overly conscious be a disease, or a bad thing, according to the narrator?
5. (1) The narrator contrasts the overly conscious man with the man of: a. diction; b. fiction; c. action; d. traction

6. (1) How does the man of overly acute consciousness act, according to the narrator? a. like a mouse; b. like an action hero; c. like a cat; d. like fish out of water.

7. (2) How is nature like a stone wall, according to the narrator?

8. (2) Why, specifically is it not possible to determine what is to man's advantage, according to the narrator?
9. (2) How can desiring something harmful to yourself be sometimes advantageous to you?

10. (2) How does society define a madman, according to the narrator?

11. (2) Science teaches man that he is a "piano key" or an "organ stop". What does he mean by that?

12. (2) What is the biggest cause of boredom, according to the narrator?

13. (2) What, according to the narrator, is the only thing that a man needs at any cost?

14. (2) How is man like a chess player, according to the narrator?

15. (2) What does the narrator have against the Crystal Palace?

16. (2) What might man do, and why, if someone could discover the formula for all man's desires?

17. (2) How do you think the Crystal Palace could conflict with man's desires?

18. (2) The narrator says that society ought to keep an eye on people like him because he is dangerous? Where, does he think, is the danger?
19. (1) “Two times two makes four,” according to the narrator, is an example of: a. man’s natural dislike for math; b. Man’s inability to comprehend the power of magic; c. One of the laws of nature.

20. (1) Once the UM tried to fall in love, a. But could not find anyone to love him; b. With his supervisor’s daughter; c. Simply out of boredom, had nothing better to do.

21. (1) Prosperity, wealth, freedom, peace, according to the narrator, a. Are things that only a madman would want; b. things that can only be found in Eldorado; c. Are advantages that society derives for man using formulas and statistical data.

22. (2) Desire is important for man, because it preserves our ___________________ and _____________________.

