ENGL 2210 World Literature 2

Midterm Spring 2005
Select questions from each category to add up to the appropriate number of points for the specific category. Your answers must be SPECIFIC to the work or reading in question, and not just a rephrasing of the question. Provide specific examples or facts for each answer. Unless stated otherwise, you should provide one example or fact for each point in the question. See me if you need an explanation for particular questions. You may pick questions out of sequence. Start with those questions of whose answers you are certain. Write the questions for each section on a separate sheet. Write on one side of a sheet only. WRITE LEGIBLY! I will mark wrong any answers that I cannot read. For each answer, write down the number of the question followed by the number of points for that question, followed by your answer.

Enlightenment. Select 15 points.
1. (2) What are the approximate years of the period of Enlightenment?

2. (4) How did the traditional social order change during the period of the Enlightenment?
3. (4) Describe Deism.
4. (5) What was the 18th century view of nature and how did it differ from the Romantic view.

5. (3) What should the role of literature be, according to Enlightenment authors?

6. (5) What was the quarrel between the Ancients and Moderns in England and France all about?
7. (4) How was satire defined and what was its role?

8. (3) What was the 18th century view of marriage?

9. (3) What was the 18th century view of women?

10. (10) List 5 main components on Enlightenment thought and philosophy.
Candide. Select 20 points.
1. (4) How is humor achieved in the novel through exaggeration. Provide specific examples.

2. (6) Provide 3 specific examples of how religious figures are satirized.
3. (5) What is philosophical optimism?

4. (5) Provide 3 specific examples that refer to the cruelty and savagery of war.

5. (4) How different do you think Candide and Cunegonde are in perceiving the reality of the world? Provide specific examples. 

6. (4) How are things in the New World really not that different there than in the Old World?

7. (2) Voltaire seems to indicate that there is really no distinction between civil authority and religious authority, and between a soldier and a Christian. Provide at least two examples of this.

8. (6) Eldorado represents an ideal society and religion. How does this society reflect the Enlightenment ideas of an ideal society and religion. Provide specific examples.

9. (3) What are Martin's religious beliefs?

10. (2) Provide one specific example of the absurdity of the rules of war in the novel.

11. (1) If you wanted to talk about literature and the arts, you would most likely want to speak with: a) Lord Pococurante; b) Cacambo; c) The Dervish

12. (2) What idea are the Biglugs supposed to satirize?
13. (5) How does Voltaire satirize French society? Provide specific examples.

14. (6) What advice does the dervish in the last chapter give the group regarding life, why man was created, why is there evil in the world, what should man do, etc.?

15. (2) What must man do, according to the old man in the last chapter, to keep from evil, boredom, vice, and poverty? 

Romanticism. Select 10 points.
1. (4) What is the Romantic view of traditional authority?

2. (6) Describe how feeling can be a guide to certainty, according to the Romantics.

3. (4) In what ways can the American and French Revolutions can be considered outcomes of Romantic ideas. What is Emanuel Kant’s contribution to Romanticism?

4. (6) Describe the Romantic view of the relationship between the individual and society.

5. (4) Describe the role that national uniqueness played in the Romantic view of society.
6. (2) What I the romantic view of the primitive?

Romantic poetry. Select 15 points.
1. (3) What is the Romantic poet’s view of dejection?
2. (3) What is the Romantic poet’s view of death?

3. (4) List two examples of the Romantic concept of desire for the unattainable object.

4. (4) Provide two examples from the poems in which nature is personified.

5. (2) As the poet in “To Himself” looks back at his life, what is his attitude toward the past?

6. (6) Explain how the poet is like a prophet, according to Pushkin’s “The Prophet”.

7. (5) The poet in “Silence” tells the reader that it’s better to be silent. Why is silence better?
8. (3) What makes the poet in Lermontov’s “I am weary and sad” lonely and sad?

9. (4) The Romantic view is that it’s impossible to love forever. Why may that be, according to the Romantics?

Realism. Select 10 points.
1. (6) Describe the political, social and economic changes that took place in Europe in the 19th century.

2. (3) What was the changing role of religion in the 19th century? 

3. (3) Describe the view that the realists had toward art. 

4. ( 4) What are some of the innovations of 19th century realism? 

5. (4) What was the role of the middle class in this new literary movement? 

6. (2) What did Chekhov have to say about art? 

7. (4) What should the role of the writer be, and not be, according to the realists? 

“Notes from the Underground”. Select 15 points.
1. (3) The UM says that intelligent people cannot become anything, only fools can become something. What do you think he means by this statement?

2. (3) What does it mean to be "overly conscious"? How can being overly conscious be a disease, or a bad thing? 

3. (4) The UM contrasts the overly conscious man with the man of action. List some of the characteristics of each type.

4. (4) What's wrong with the ideals of the Enlightenment, according to the UM?

5. (3) Why is it not possible to determine what is to man's advantage, according to the UM?

6. (2) Science teaches man that he is a "piano key" or an "organ stop". What does he mean by that? 

7. (2) Science teaches man that the laws of nature also apply to his own behavior. What does that say about free will, then?
8. (8) The UM and his opponent have two different opinions regarding the question of why people sometimes do stupid things, or desire things that are not to their own advantage. What are their opinions?

9. (6) What are some of the reasons why man is fond of destruction and chaos, according to the UM? How is man like a chess player, according to the UM? 

10. (8)What does the crystal palace symbolize for the UM? What does the UM not like about it? How do you think the crystal palace could conflict with man's desires?

Essay. Select one essay. (15 points)

1. Write an essay on heretics heresy. After the earthquake in Lisbon, the Inquisitor decides to burn some heretics. Who are the heretics and what are their crimes?  What does it mean to be a heretic? Who defines a heretic? Can you name any famous heretics? How do you think society should deal with heretics in general? Do you think heretics might have a beneficial role in society? What might it be?
2. Discuss how Pangloss, Cacambo and Martin contribute to Candide's development.
3. The underground man attacks the view that 
a) human nature is good, 
b) we generally seek what is good for us, 
c) science propounds eternal truths, 
d) paradise on earth is possible, or that it is good, 
e) man should follow his enlightened interests, 
f) man is rational. 

What does the underground man find wrong with such views. Stick to his views, not yours.
1. Discuss the underground man's attack on the idea of progress, the benefits of science, and living in a perfect world. What are his major objections to this. Assume that he ends up in Eldorado together with Candide. What would he find objectionable to the place and why?

2. Compare and contrast the experience of nature, death, dejection, loneliness and love in the poetry of two or more Romantic poets.
