Great Books 2 (ENGL 2210)
Midterm
Spring 2004

Select questions from each category to add up to the appropriate number of points for the specific category. Your answers must be SPECIFIC to the work in question, and not just a rephrasing of the question. DO NOT REPEAT THE QUESTION IN YOUR ANSWER! Provide specific examples or facts where required. Unless stated otherwise, you should provide one example or fact for each point in the question. You may pick questions out of sequence. Start with those questions of whose answer you are certain. Write your name on the top of every sheet. Write only on one side of a sheet. WRITE LEGIBLY! I will mark wrong any answers that I cannot read. For each answer, write down the number of the question followed by the number of points for that question, followed by your answer. Example:

1. (3) This is my answer for the first question.

The Enlightenment and Candide. Select 20 points
1. (2) What should the role of literature be, according to the Enlightenment? 

2. (3) What is a satire? 

3. (2) What should the role of the individual be in society, according to Enlightenment philosophy?
4. (1) An important aspect of the Enlightenment was belief in: a) reason and progress; b) the power of faith; c) science and religion.
5. (3) Define philosophical optimism.
6. (2) List two aspects of army life that are satirized in Candide.
7. (3) List two specific examples of religious hypocrisy and intolerance in Candide.
8. (2) What I the arrangement between the Grand Inquizitor and Don Isachar?
9. (2) Who were the Jesuits?

10. (3) Describe three unique things about the country of Eldorado.
11. (2) When specifically is the turning point in Candide’s rejection of optimism.
12. (3) What is the meaning of the encounter with the six dethroned kings?
13. (2) The last chapter intends to provide an answer to the eternal question: How should one lead one’s life? What is the answer, according to the author? 

14. (3) What are two main differences between the philosophy of Pangloss and that of Martin? 

Romanticism and Confessions. Select 15 points
15. (2) What is the Romantic view of traditional authority? 
16. (1) Which is the path to knowledge, according to the Romantics? a) Experience and knowledge; b) Innocence; c) Practice.

17. (3) What is the romantic view of nature and the primitive? 

18. (2) What is the guide to certainty, according to the Romantics? 

19. (2) Provide 2 specific examples of how the narrator of the Confessions resembles Voltaire’s Candide. 

20. (2) What, does the narrator say, is the reason for his lack of success with women? 

21. (3) What distinction does the narrator make between his heart and his mind? 

22. (4) What is the narrator’s opinion of Paris, and how does this reflect the Romantic view of the world? 

23. (2) What constitutes ideal love for the narrator (NOT FOR YOU). 

24. (3) Name two beliefs that the narrator of Confessions may share with the narrator of Notes from the Underground. 

Realism and Notes from the Underground. Select 23 points
25. (2) What was the changing role of religion in the 19th century? 
26. (2) What is unique about the Realist  view of the world. 

27. (4) How were  the political, social and economic changes in the 19th century reflected in the literature of the period? 

28. (2) List 2 stylistic innovations of 19th century realism. 

29. (2) What did Chekhov have to say about art? 

30. (2) What is Dostoevsky’s opinion of the West? 

31. (4) The Underground Man contrasts the overly conscious man with the man of action. List 2 specific characteristics of each.

32. (2) What 2 objection does the UM have against the laws of nature? 

33. (2) What’s wrong with the ideals of the Enlightenment, according to the UM? 

34. (3) How does a society define a madman, according to the UM?

35. (2) How does desire preserve our personality and individuality, according to the UM?

36. (2) What would man do, according to the UM, to make sure that reason does not prevail?

37. (2) Why is man fond of destruction and chaos, according to the UM?

38. (2) What two things does the UM not like about the Crystal palace?
39. (3) What are three advantages, according to the UM, that are discovered and promoted by society?

40. (1) According to the UM, the laws of nature turn man into a a) rebel; b) tree; c) piano key.

Modernism and Pirandello. Select 12 points
41. (3) What are three main characteristics of Modernism?

42. (2) What did Freud focus his attention on in his description of human nature?

43. (3) Name three similarities between the Enlightenment and Scientific Rationalism.

44. (2) What is Bergson’s conception of reality?

45. (2) What is meant by the term “Pirandellism”?

46. (2) According to the father in Six Characters…, in what two ways are fictional characters different from human beings?

47. (2) In what 2 ways is the play about the problem of illusion and reality?

48. (3) Is the boy ‘dead’ at the end of the play? In what way is he dead? In what way is he not dead?

49. (3) What is the ‘stage’ in this play? Where is the ‘curtain?
