Great Books 2 (ENGL 2210)
Midterm
Fall 2004
Name:________________
Select questions from each category to add up to the appropriate number of points for the specific category. Your answers must be SPECIFIC to the work in question, and not just a rephrasing of the question. DO NOT REPEAT THE QUESTION IN YOUR ANSWER! DO NOT REPEAT AN ANSWER BY SIMPLY RE-PHRASING IT. Provide specific examples or facts for each answer. Unless stated otherwise, you should provide one example or fact for each point in the question. See me if you need an explanation to a question. You may pick questions out of sequence. Start with those questions of whose answer you are certain. Write the answers for each section on a separate sheet. Write your name on the top of every sheet. Write on one side of a sheet only. WRITE LEGIBLY! I will mark wrong any answers that I cannot read. For each answer, write down the number of the question followed by the number of points for that question, followed by your answer. Example:

1. (3) This is my answer for the first question.

The Enlightenment and Candide. Select 20 points
1. (2) What are the approximate years of the period of Enlightenment?

2. (3) What did Rene Descartes contribute to the philosophy of being?

3. (2) What is Deism?

4. (2) What should the role of literature be, according to the Enlightenment? 

5. (1) An important aspect of the Enlightenment was belief in: a) reason and progress; b) the power of faith; c) science and religion.
6. (3) Define philosophical optimism.
7. (1) Give one specific example of how humor in the novel is achieved through exaggeration.

8. (2) Who were the Jesuits?

9. (2) What do you think is the point in tracing the origin of Pangloss's disease?

10. (2) How do the learned men of Lisbon react to the earthquake?

11. (3) How does Pangloss justify the earthquake?

12. (2) What idea are the Biglugs supposed to satirize?

13. (2) List two unique things about the religion in Eldorado.

14. (1) According to the residents of Eldorado, ideal society and religion is one which

a) is based on the authority of the Pope, b) abandons all power, c) concentrates all power on those who own the most gold.
15. (3) What is Manichaeism?

16. (2) Give two examples of how people in Paris are trying to take advantage of Candide.
17. (1) If you wanted to talk about literature and the arts, you would most likely want to speak with a) Lord Pococurante; b) Cacambo; c) the Dervish

18. (3) What is the meaning of the encounter with the six dethroned kings?
19. (3) What is the source of happiness, according to the old man they encounter in Constantinople?

Romanticism and Confessions. Select 15 points
20. (2) What is the Romantic view of traditional authority? 
21. (1) Which is the path to knowledge, according to the Romantics? a) Experience and knowledge; b) Innocence; c) Practice.

22. (3) What is the romantic view of nature and the primitive? 

23. (3) In what ways can the American and French Revolution be considered as outcomes of Romantic ideals?

24. (3) Describe the romantic view of the relationship between the individual and society.

25. (2) What, does the narrator say, is the reason for his lack of success with women? 

26. (3) What distinction does the narrator make between his heart and his mind?
27. (2) How was the narrator influenced by his aunt?  

28. (4) What is the narrator’s opinion of Paris, and how does this reflect the Romantic view of the world? 

29. (3) Give two specific examples of how the narrator says he experiences the world through feeling.

30.  (3) Name two beliefs that the narrator of Confessions may share with the narrator of Notes from the Underground. 

Realism and Notes from the Underground. Select 20 points
31. (2) What was the changing role of religion in the 19th century? 
32. (2) What is unique about the Realist view of the world?
33. (4) How were the political, social and economic changes in the 19th century reflected in the literature of the period? 

34. (2) List 2 stylistic innovations of 19th century realism in art and literature. 

35. (2) What did Chekhov have to say about art? 

36. (3) What was the role of the middle class in this new literary movement?

37. (3) What is Dostoevsky's philosophy of religion?

38. (2) What is wrong with socialism, according to Dostoevsky, NOT YOU?

39. (3) What does it mean to be “overly conscious”, according to the UM?

40. (2) What is the UM’s attitude toward humiliation, helplessness and despair?

41. (2) How is nature like a stone wall, according to the UM?

42. (2) What’s wrong with 2 * 2 = 4, according to the UM?
43. (2) What’s wrong with the ideals of the Enlightenment, according to the UM? 

44. (2) Why is it not possible to determine what is to man’s advantage, according to the UM?

45. (2) What is the thing that is dearest to man, according to the UM?

46. (2) How does desire preserve our personality and individuality, according to the UM?

47. (2) What would man do, according to the UM, to make sure that reason does not prevail?

48. (2) Why is man fond of destruction and chaos, according to the UM?

49. (2) What two things does the UM not like about the Crystal palace?
50. (2) The UM says that there is really not much difference between a chicken coop and a mansion. In what way is that so? 

51. (3) What are three advantages, according to the UM, that are discovered and promoted by society?

52. (3) The UM says that science teaches man that he is a "piano key" or an "organ stop". What does he mean by that? 

53. (3)The UM says that desire preserves our personality and our individuality. What do you think he means by that? 
Modernism and Pirandello. Select 15 points
54. (3) What does "positivism" mean and how is it different from "modernism"?

55. (3) Which of the two movements above do you think Dostoevsky's underground man would follow, and why? 

56. (2) What did Freud focus his attention on in his description of human nature?

57. (3) How is Nietzsche's "superhuman" similar to the UM's conception of the nature of man?

58. (3) How did WW I contribute to the re-examination of the rationalist, or positivist conception of man?

59. (2) What is Bergson’s conception of reality?

60. (2) What is "cultural parochialism"? 

61. (2) List two existential issues covered in this play.

62. (2) According to the father in Six Characters…, in what two ways are fictional characters different from human beings?

63. (2) In what 2 ways is the play about the problem of illusion and reality?

64. (3) What is the ‘stage’ in this play? Where is the ‘curtain?
65. (4) How does the setting break down the barrier between reality and illusion? What is the 'stage' in this play? Where is the 'curtain'?

