World Literature II (ENGL 2210)
Final
Fall 2007
READ ALL OF THE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY BEFORE YOU START THE TEST!

Bring a blue exam book. Select questions from each category to add up to the appropriate number of points for the specific category. Start each category on a new page. Your answers must be SPECIFIC to the work in question, and not just a rephrasing of the question. Provide specific examples or facts where required. Unless stated otherwise, you should provide one example or fact for each point in the question. You may pick questions out of sequence. Start with those questions of whose answer you are certain. WRITE LEGIBLY! I will mark wrong any answers that I cannot read. You may have copies (NOT THE BOOK) of the assigned poems (Dada-Surrealist Poetry). For each answer, write down the number of the question followed by the number of points for that question, followed by your answer. 
Example:

1. (3) This is my answer for the first question.

A. Terminology. (9 points)

Define any 3 terms and provide specific example of how each relates to a work we read since the Midterm. Don't use "you, your" in your definitions: 1. Alienation, 2. Myth, 3. Revolt/Rebellion, 4. Blasphemy, 5. Proverb, 6. Relativism, 7. Ritual, 8. World-view, 9. Free will, 10. Humiliation, 11. Intolerance..

B. Modernism. General questions (do 8 points)

1. (2) What are two main and important characteristics of Modernism in the arts?

2. (3) What does “positivism” as a philosophy mean, and how is it different from Modernism?

3. (3) Define cultural parochialism, and provide one example from any of the assigned works.

4. (3) How did WW I contribute to the re-examination of the rationalist, or positivist conception of man?

5. (2) What did Bergson have to say about reality?

6. (2) What are two similarities between Enlightenment and Scientific rationalism?

7.  (1) If you were to meet Picasso, he would most likely want to talk to you about a. Utopian socialism; b. Theory of relativity; c. Cubism and surrealism

8. (1) Who would you consult on the topic of four-dimensional space-time continuum? a. Bergson; b. Einsten; c. Freud

9. (1) “Zgara-amba, Zgara amba” is something that you would most likely hear a. from a Russian Futurist poet; b. at the funeral of an egwugwo among the Ibo; c. sung by prisoners in a Rusian concentration camp.

C. Dada-Surrealist poetry. (Do 5 pts.)

1. (2) To which layers of human experience does Surrealist poetry appeal? 

2. (2) What does "automatic" writing mean, and what was its purpose? 

3. (2) What was the purpose of the Dadaist attack on audience expectations?

4. (1) What did the Dadaists revolt against? a. Traditional values; b. The French in Algeria; c. Existentialism

5. (1) List one nonsense expression that Kurt Schwitters uses to describe Anna Blum?

6. (1) List one nonsense expression that Kurt Schwitters uses to describe his feelings toward Anna Blum?

7. (1) List one surrealist image that Paul Eluard uses to describe the lover.

8. (1) List one surrealist image in Joyce Mansour’s poem.

D. Existentialism. "The Ethics of Absolute Freedom" (do 6 points)
1. (3) Describe the Existentialist views of the Existence - Essence concepts of man's nature.

2. (2) What is "bad faith", according to Sartre?

3. (2) What does having "absolute freedom" for an individual mean? (NOTE: It does not mean to have the freedom to do anything you want!)

4. (3) What is the myth of Sisyphus, and how is our situation similar to his, according to Camus?

5. (2) What is the Existentialist secret to happiness?

6. (3) According to Existentialist ethics, how should one act toward other people, and why?

7. (2) List one specific aspect of your character that resembles that of an Existentialist (something other than the fact that you always make up your own mind about everything).

E. Camus: “The Guest” (do 6 points)

1. (1) Where does the story take place? a. France; b. Algeria, c. South America

2. (1) What is the Arab’s crime? a. Killed someone. b. Stole something. c. Raped someone.

3. (1) What does Daru do for living? a. Teacher. b. Policeman. c. Farmer.

4. (1) One of the main themes in this story is a. The conflict between religion and the State. b. One must kill to survive. c. The inevitability of choice.

5. (3) Explain the meaning of the title of the story.

6. (2) What do Daru and the Arab have in common?

7. (2) Why do you think Daru gives the Arab the opportunity to escape?

8. (2) Why do you think does the Arab choose the road to prison?

F. Wright: “The Man Who Was Almost a Man” (do 6 points)
1. (2) What are Dave’s reasons for wanting a gun?

2. (2) What is Dave’s explanation for Jenny’s death?

3. (2) What is the crowd's reaction when he gives his explanation?

4. (1) What must Dave do to make up for shooting the mule?

5. (2) Why does Dave run away?

6. (2) What does it mean to be a “man” according to Dave?

7. (3) Is Dave a “man” or a “boy” at the end of the story? Explain.

G. Solzhenitsyn: “Matryona’s Home” (Do 8 points)
1. (2) Name one specifically Russian superstition mentioned in the story.

2. (3) One of the main themes of the story is that of the "righteous person forced to deal with corrupt individuals and difficult situations". Give one examples of how this may apply to Matryona.

3. (2) Why do Kira and her husband want Matryona’s top room?

4. (3) What are the politics behind the lamenting during Matryona’ss funeral.

5. (2) What does the narrator find out about Matryona from one of her sisters-in-law?

6. (2) How does Matryona die?

7. (2) What is a “kolkhoz”?

8. (2) What is an “icon”?
H. Silko: "Yellow Woman" (do 5 points)

1. (2) List two important themes in the story.
2. (3) Who is "Yellow Woman" in Pueblo mythology?
3. (2) Who does ka'tsina refer to in Pueblo mythology?
4. (2) Why does the narrator follow Silva and accept the role of Yellow Woman?
5. (1) At the end of the story, the narrator wishes that her ________ were alive to hear her story.

I. African Culture and Religion (do 10 points)

1. (3) African religions provide people with a "world view." What is a good definition of "world view"? 

2. (2) With which human events are rituals in Africa most often associated? 

3. (2) How is respect to the ancestors shown? 

4. (2) What is the role of the nature spirits? 

5. (2) How does one get protection from bad spirits? 

6. (2) Who are the religious leaders in African religions? 

7. (2) How do priests communicate with ancestral spirits? 

8. (3) What is one types of healer in African religious traditions, and how does he practice his healing? 

9. (2) What two religions in the America originate from Africa? 

10. (2) What is the story "How Truth and Falsehood Got so Confused" supposed to explain?

J. Things Fall Apart” (do 17 points)
1. (2) What were 2 characteristics of Okonkwo’s father that Okonkwo didn’t care for?

2. (2) What function does a kola nut play in Ibo culture?

3. (2) When would you want to go visit Agbala?

4. (2) What point is the author trying to make with Ikemefuna’s death?

5. (2) What do the Ibo consider important in marriage?

6. (3) Describe the relationship between the living and the dead in Ibo culture.

7. (2) Explain the proverb “A man cannot rise beyond the destiny of his chi.”

8. (2) How is the new, Christian religion more democratic than the religion of the clan?

9. (3) How specifically is the “bond of kinship” maintained in Ibo culture?

10. (2) Why does the new religion appeal to Nwoye, Okonkwo’s son?

11. (2) What clashes in values are created by the functioning of the British courts?

12. (2) Aside from religion, what other institutions did the white man bring in Umuofia?

13. (2) Why do the people think that the District Commissioner judged cases in ignorance? 

14. (2) Name one way that the six prisoners were humiliated by the messengers.

15. (2) What did Enoch, one of the converts, do during the festival of the earth goddess?

16. (4) Explain Obierika's comment regarding the white man: "He has put a knife on the things that held us together and we have fallen apart." How has the white man done this, and what things held the clan together that now have fallen apart?

17. (2) Why do you think Okonkwo kills himself?

18. (2) List one Ibo proverb found in the text (other than the one listed above).

19. (2) List one Ibo superstition found in the text.

K. Essay. (20 pts.)

Select one topic and write an essay. The essay should be no less than 200 and no more than 300 words. DO NOT BE REPETITIVE! Write the number of the essay topic, followed by your essay. Start the essay on a separate page!

1.
Using any three works that we read in this course, write an essay discussing man' sense of alienation and isolation in the world and how he deals with it. Point to specific causes of his alienation by providing appropriate examples from the works that you select. (20 pts.)

2.
 In Achebe's "Things Fall Apart" the British attempt to "civilize" Africa by introducing government and laws, as if the local people were incapable of settling their conflicts among themselves, conflicts between individuals and the clan, and those between different clans.  Discuss in detail the manner in which the Ibo in this novel managed such conflicts. Provide detailed examples. (20 pts.)
Total: 100 points.
