ENGL 2210 Fall 2005



Final
READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY BEFORE YOU START THE TEST!

Write on one side of each sheet only! Use a separate sheet for each section. Write the section title and your name at the top of each sheet. Your answers must be specific to the work in question, and not just a rephrasing of the question The length of your answers should reflect the number of points for the particular question. Always provide specific examples. All answers, including those for the multiple choice questions, should be written on the separate sheets. For each answer, be sure to write the number of the question, followed by the number, of possible points, followed by your answer. Like this:
5. (2) Who gives a damn about Bergson’s opinion on anything!
Essays. Select one topic and write an essay of at least 150 words. DO NOT BE REPETITIVE! Write the number of the essay topic, followed by your essay. Write the essay on a separate sheet! (15 pts.)
1. Each of the literary periods, and many of the works, that we covered in this course deal in one way or another with the moral issue of "good" vs. "bad" as a quality of a man's character. Select at least two works that we read in this course and discuss how these concepts vary from one culture to another, or from one historical period to another, and how specific individuals in the works deal with this issue when they are confronted by it. Provide specific examples.
2.  In Achebe's "Things Fall Apart" the British attempt to "civilize" Africa by introducing government and laws, as if the local people were incapable of settling their conflicts among themselves, conflicts between individuals and the clan, and those between different clans.  Discuss in detail the manner in which the Ibo in this novel managed such conflicts. Provide detailed examples.
Extra points. This goes on the same answer sheet as A. General questions. 

a. (1) What is my last name (spelling counts!)? 

b. (1) What is the name of either of my kids? 

c. (1) Where is my wife from? 
A. General questions (do 10 points)
1.  (2) What are two main and important characteristics of Modernism in the arts?

2. (3) What does “positivism” as a philosophy mean, and how is it different from Modernism?

3. (3) Define cultural parochialism, and provide one example from any of the assigned works.

4. (3) How did WW I contribute to the re-examination of the rationalist, or positivist conception of man?

5. (2) What did Bergson have to say about reality?

6. (2) What are two similarities between Enlightenment and Scientific rationalism?

7. (1) What did the Dadaists revolt against? a. Traditional values; b. The French in Algeria; c. Existentialism

8. (1) If you were to meet Picasso, he would most likely want to talk to you about a. Utopian socialism; b. Theory of relativity; c. Cubism and surrealism
9. (1) Who would you consult on the topic of four-dimensional space-time continuum? a. Bergson; b. Einsten; c. Freud

10. (1) “Zgara-amba, Zgara amba” is something that you would most likely hear a. from a Russian Futurist poet; b. at the funeral of an egwugwo among the Ibo; c. sung by prisoners in a German concentration camp.
B. Tolstoy on patriotism (do 8 points)
The answers to the following questions should be “according to Tolstoy”, and NOT what you believe!
11. (2) How do governments pervert Christianity?
12. (2) How are soldiers convinced to shoot at their own people?

13. (2) How are soldiers fooled into believing in fraud?

14. (2) List one Biblical "fable" that Tolstoy says we should free ourselves from.

15. (2) Why is patriotism harmful?

16. (2) How is patriotism irrational?

17. (2) How is patriotism antiquated and superfluous?

18. (2) How do governments "kindle" patriotism?

19. (3) What's Tolstoy's answer to the charge that "if there is no government, people will violate and kill each other"?
C. Tolstoy on religion (do 6 points)
The answers to the following questions should be “according to Tolstoy”, and NOT what you believe!

20. (2) List two inconsistencies Tolstoy finds between the teachings of the church (what the church professes) that are opposite to the teachings of Christ.

21. (2) What's wrong with the relationship between the Church and State, according to Tolstoy?

22. (2) Why, according to Tolstoy, has the Church not been very active in movements to stop the killing of people?

23. (2) What kind of similarity does Tolstoy find between the Faith of the scientist and the faith of the Church?

24. (2) Why can't we hear the voice of God that tells us right from wrong, according to Tolstoy?

25. (3) What, specifically, should one do and not do if one were to follow Christ's teachings, according to Tolstoy?

26. (2) What's wrong with having pride in one's country, according to Tolstoy?
D. “The Death of Ivan Ilyich” (do 8 points)
27. (2) Identify any 1 of these: a. Praskovya; b. Peter Ivanovich; c. Gerasim

28. (2) How does Ivan hurt himself?

29. (1) After their marriage, Ivan’s wife becomes a. Possessive; b. A prostitute; c. His boss’s lover

30. (2) Complete the Caius syllogism: “Caius is a man. Men are mortal, …

31. (1) What torments Ivan most during his physical suffering is a. Mental suffering; b. That he didn’t marry Olga, his first love. c.That he didn’t get baptized in the Russian Orthodox Church.

32. (1) During his illness, Ivan realizes that the best moments of his life took place a. While on his trip to America. b. After he married Praskovya. c. In childhood.

33. (1) As death approaches, Ivan a.. Begins to see clearer images of hell. b. Feels as if he is being stuffed into a sack. c. Begins to contemplate killing himself by jumping into the Neva river 
34. (2) What is the cause of Ivan's mental suffering?

35.  (3) What is the "black hole"?
E. Existentialism. "The Ethics of Absolute Freedon" (do 6 points)

36. (2) What is "bad faith", according to Sartre?

37. (2) What does having "absolute freedom" for an individual mean? (NOTE: It does not mean to have the freedom to do anything you want!)

38. (3) What is the myth of Sisyphus, and how is our situation similar to his, according to Camus?

39. (2) What is the Existentialist secret to happiness?

40. (3) According to Existentialist ethics, how should one act toward other people, and why?

41. (1) List one aspect of your character that resembles that of an Existentialist.

F. Camus: “The Guest” (do 6 points)
42. (1) Where does the story take place? a. France; b. Algeria, c. South America

43. (1) What is the Arab’s crime? a. Killed someone. b. Stole something. c. Raped someone.

44. (1) What does Daru do for living? a. Teacher. b. Policeman. c. Farmer.

45. (1) One of the main themes in this story is a. The conflict between religion and the State. b. One must kill to survive. c. The inevitability of choice.

46. (3) Explain the meaning of the title of the story.

47. (2) What do Daru and the Arab have in common?

48. (2) Why do you think Daru gives the Arab the opportunity to escape?

49. (2) Why do you think does the Arab choose the road to prison?
G. “This Way for the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen” (do 5 points)
50. (2) Who survives and who dies in the camp?

51. (3) What kind of social divisions exist within the camp population?

52. (2) Who are the “executioners” in the camp?

53. (2) How does Borowski judge camp morality?

54. (3) What three things can you remember about the author of this story?
H. “Things Fall Apart” (do 20 points)
55. (2) What were 2 characteristics of Okonkwo’s father that Okonkwo didn’t care for?

56. (2) What function does a kola nut play in Ibo culture?

57. (2) When would you want to go visit Agbala?

58. (3) What point is the author trying to make with Ikemefuna’s death?

59. (2) What do the Ibo consider important in marriage?

60. (3) Describe the relationship between the living and the dead in Ibo culture.

61. (2) Explain the proverb “A man cannot rise beyond the destiny of his chi.”

62. (2) How is the new, Christian religion more democratic than the religion of the clan?

63. (3) How is the “bond of kinship” maintained in Ibo culture?

64. (2) Why does the new religion appeal Nwoye, Okonkwo’s son?

65. (2) How does the granting to the missionaries of a plot in the Evil Forest backfire?

66. (2) What clashes in values are created by the functioning of the British courts?

67. (2) How is Rev. Smith different from Rev. Brown?

68. (2) How did Okonkwo show his appreciation to his mother's clan?

69. (2) Aside from religion, what other institutions did the white man bring in Umuofia?
70. (2) Why do the people think that the District Commissioner judged cases in ignorance? 
71. (2) Name one way that the six prisoners were humiliated by the messengers.

72. (2) What did Enoch, one of the converts, do during the festival of the earth goddess?
73. (5) Explain Obierika's comment regarding the white man: "He has put a knife on the things that held us together and we have fallen apart." How has the white man done this, and what things held the clan together?
74. (2) Why do you think Okonkwo kills himself?

75. (2) List one Ibo proverb found in the text.
76. (2) List one Ibo superstition found in the text.
TOTAL: 84  points
