World Literature II (ENGL 2210)
Spring 2012
READ ALL OF THE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY BEFORE YOU START THE TEST!

Select questions from each category to add up to the appropriate number of points for the specific category. Your answers must be SPECIFIC to the work in question, and not just a rephrasing of the question. Provide specific examples or facts where required. Unless stated otherwise, you should provide one example or fact for each point in the question. You may pick questions out of sequence. Start with those questions of whose answer you are certain. WRITE LEGIBLY! I will mark wrong any answers that I cannot read. For each answer, write down the number of the question followed by the number of points for that question, followed by your answer. 
Example: 1. (3) I don’t think Okonkwo is a tragic hero.
A. The Modern World. (6 points)
1. (2) What does the term Westernization mean?

2. (3) What are some of the main characteristics of "Modernism"?

3. (3) What does "positivism" mean and how is it different from "modernism"?

4. (2) What are some of the similarities between the Enlightenment and Scientific rationalism?

5. (2) How did WW I contribute to the re-examination of the rationalist, or positivist conception of man?

6. (2) What does the philosophy of Phenomenology say about reality?

7. (2) What did Freud focus his attention on in his description of human nature?

B. Existentialism. “The Ethics of Absolute Freedom”. (8 points)
1. (2) Describe what it means to be an absolute individual.

2. (3) Describe the Existentialist and the traditional (religious) views of the Existence - Essence concepts of man's nature.

3. (2) What is "bad faith", according to Sartre? 

4. (2) What does having "absolute freedom" for an individual mean?

5. (3) What is the myth of Sisyphus, and how is our situation similar to his, according to Camus?

6. (3) What is the Existentialist secret to happiness?

7. (3) According to Existentialist ethics, how should one act towards other people, and why?

C. Camus. “The Guest” (6 points)
1. (2) What kind of an alliance is there between the teacher and the Arab?

2. (2) How do each of the characters deal with their "responsibility"?

3. (2) Why do you think Daru gives the Arab the opportunity to escape?

4. (2) In what way is the Arab treated like a guest by Daru?

5. (2) In what way is Daru treated like a host by the Arab?

6. (2) Why do you think does the Arab choose the road to prison?
D. Kafka. “Metamorphosis”. (8 points)
1. (3) Describe Gregor's own attitude and his reaction to his new predicament.

2. (2) What do you think is Gregor’s opinion of himself (as a man, not as a bug)?

3. (2) In what ways do you think Gregor was like a "bug" even before his metamorphosis?

4. (3) What is Gregor’s relationship with his boss like? How do we find out?

5. (3) What kind of changes does Gregor notice in his father in the course of the story?

6. (2) What is Gregor's attitude toward the roomers? Why?

7. (3) Comment on Grete’s use of the pronoun ‘it’ to refer to Gregor.

E. Borowski. "Ladies and Gentlemen, to the Gas Chamber". (6 points)
1. (2) How do people survive?

2. (3) How does the extermination process work? 

3. (2) Who survives and who dies in the camp?

4. (3) What kind of social divisions exist within the camp population?

5. (2) Who are the executioners in the camp?

6. (2) How does Borowski judge camp morality?

7. (3) What three things can you remember about the author of this story?
F. Borges. "The Garden of Forking Paths". (6 points)
1. (3) How does Borges use the labyrinth as the central idea and image in the story?
2. (3) What exactly is the solution that Stephen Albert has discovered to the mystery concerning the project of the narrator's ancestor?

3. (3) What kind of questions does Borges raise in the story about the nature of Time.

4. (3) How does the term "art for art's sake" apply to this story?
G. Marquez. "Death Constant beyond Love". (4 points)
1. (2) What does the title of the story tell us about the story's central theme?

2. (2) Marquez has said that everything he has written has been about solitude. In what ways is "Death Constant Beyond Love" about solitude?

3. (2) How does the author link death with nature, and illusion with beauty in the story?

H. Leslie Marmon Silko. “Yellow Woman”. (4 points)
1. (2) List two important themes in the story.

2. (2) Who is "Yellow Woman" in Pueblo mythology?

3. (2) Who does ka'tsina refer to in Pueblo mythology?

4. (2) Why does the narrator follow Silva and accept the role of Yellow Woman?
I. Indigenous African Religions. (6 points)
1. (2) With which human events are rituals in Africa most often associated? 

2. (2) What is the role of the nature spirits? 

3. (2) How does one get protection from bad spirits? 

4. (2) Who are the religious leaders in African religions? 

5. (2) How do priests communicate with ancestral spirits? 

6. (2) What is one types of healer in African religious traditions, and how does he practice his healing? 

7. (2) What two religions in the America originate from Africa?

J. Achebe. “Things Fall Apart”. (16 points)

1. (2) What were 2 characteristics of Okonkwo’s father that Okonkwo didn’t care for?
2. (2) What function does a kola nut play in Ibo culture?

3. (2) When would you want to go visit Agbala?

4. (2) What point is the author trying to make with Ikemefuna’s death?

5. (2) What do the Ibo consider important in marriage?

6. (2) Explain the proverb “A man cannot rise beyond the destiny of his chi.”

7. (2) How is the new, Christian religion more democratic than the religion of the clan?

8. (2) How specifically is the “bond of kinship” maintained in Ibo culture?

9. (2) Why does the new religion appeal to Nwoye, Okonkwo’s son?

10. (2) What clashes in values are created by the functioning of the British courts?

11. (2) Aside from religion, what other institutions did the white man bring in Umuofia?

12. (2) Name one way that the six prisoners were humiliated by the messengers.

13. (2) What did Enoch, one of the converts, do during the festival of the earth goddess?

14. (2) What is the reason Okonkwo kills himself?

15. (2) List one Ibo proverb found in the text (other than the one listed above).

16. (2) List one Ibo superstition found in the text.

K. Essay. Select one topic and write an essay. I will select 3 of these topics, and you will select one of the three. The essay should be no less than 300 words. DO NOT BE REPETITIVE! Write the number of the essay topic, followed by your essay. (15 points)
1. "Things Fall Apart". Explain Obierika's comment regarding the white man: "He has put a knife on the things that held us together and we have fallen apart." How has the white man done this, and what things held the clan together? Describe what "things" fell apart in the Ibo community, why they fell apart, and what is the impact on the society.
2. “The Metamorphosis”. Describe the changes in the relationship between Gregor and his family. How does the person's attitude toward Gergor change through the three sections of the novel? Provide specific examples.
3. “Yellow Woman”. One reading of the story is that it concern's the narrator's search for her identity through the mythological Yellow Woman and the ka'tsina. Discuss why she accepts the role of the Yellow Woman and Silva's role as the ka'tsina. Why does she give in to Silva's desires? Are they also her desires? In what way? What does her lack of resistance suggest? What does Silva have to offer her?
