ENGL 2210 Spring 2004
Final

READ ALL OF THE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY BEFORE YOU START THE TEST!

Write on one side of each sheet only! Write your name at the top of each sheet. Your answers must be specific to the work in question, and not just a rephrasing of the question. Circle the number of all questions that you select to answer. The length of you’re your answers should reflect the number of points for the particular question. Always provide as many detailed examples as possible. Don’t repeat the question in your answer. For each answer, be sure to write the number of possible points, followed by the number of the question, followed by your answer. (118 pts.)
Essays. Select two topics and write an essay on each one. Each one should be around 200 words. Write the number of the essay topic, followed by your essay. Write each essay on a separate sheet!
1. Using any three works that we read in this course, write an essay discussing man' sense of alienation and isolation in the world and how he deals with it. Point to specific causes of his alienation by providing appropriate examples from the works that you select. (15 pts.)
2. Each of the literary periods, and many of the works, that we covered in this course deal in one way or another with the moral issue of "good" vs. "bad" as a quality of a man's character. Select three works that we read in this course and discuss how these concepts vary from one culture to another, or from one historical period to another, and how specific individuals in the works deal with this issue when they are confronted by it. Provide specific examples. (15 pts.)
3.  In Achebe's "Things Fall Apart" the British attempt to "civilize" Africa by introducing government and laws, as if the local people were incapable of settling their conflicts among themselves, conflicts between individuals and the clan, and those between different clans.  Discuss in detail the manner in which the Ibo in this novel managed such conflicts. Provide detailed examples. (15 pts.)
General questions (Do 12 points)

4. (3) How is the role of man in relation to society different in Romanticism from that in the period of Modernism?
5. (3) How did the realists’ view of the world differ from the Romantic view?

6. (3) What are some of the main characteristics of Modernism?

7. (3) What does “positivism” mean and how is it different from “modernism”?

8. (2) What are two similarities between Enlightenment and Scientific rationalism?

9. (2) What is “cultural parochialism”?
10. (2) Give 2 specific examples of “cultural parochialism” from the works we read this semester?

11. (3) Give a good definition of “metaphor” with one example from any work we read in the class.

12. (3) What is the basic essence of ‘free choice’ and ‘free will’ according to Dostoyevsky’s character in “Notes…” and according to the Existentialists?

Metamorphosis (Do 10 points)

13. (2) What do you think is Gregor’s opinion of himself (a as a man, not as a bug)?

14. (3) What is Gregor’s relationship with his boss like? How do we find out?

15. (3) What kind of changes does Gregor notice in his father in the course of the story?

16. (3) Comment on Grete’s use of the pronoun ‘it’ to refer to Gregor.

17. (4) How does Gregor’s attitude toward his family change in the course of the story?

“A Good Man is Hard to Find” (Do 9 points)

18. (3) How does the grandmother view herself? What does she value?
19. (2) As they drive, what does the grandmother want to stop and see?

20. (3) Is the grandmother a true lady? Why?

21. (3) What does it mean, according to the grandmother, to be a "good man"?

22. (1) In what time period (approximately) does the story take place?

23. (3) What does the story reveal about the social conditions of southern society during that period?
“The Man Who Was Almost a Man” (Do 6 points)
24. (2) What are Dave’s reasons for wanting a gun?

25. (2) What is Dave’s explanation for Jenny’s death?

26. (1) What must Dave do to make up for shooting the mule?

27. (2) Why does Dave run away?

28. (3) Is Dave a “man” or a “boy” at the end of the story? Explain.

“The Guest” (Do 8 points)

29. (3) Describe the moral conflict that Daru faces and how he deals with the inevitability of having to make a choice.

30. (3) Would you consider Daru a hero? Defend your answer.
31. (2) Why does Daru give the prisoner an opportunity to escape?

32. (2) Why do you think the Arab prisoner chooses not to escape?

33. (2) In what two specific ways is the Arab treated like a guest by Daru?

“This Way for the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen” (Do 5 points)

34. (2) Who survives and who dies in the camp?

35. (3) What kind of social divisions exist within the camp population?

36. (2) Who are the executioners in the camp?

37. (2) How does Borowski judge camp morality?

38. (3) What three things can you remember about the author of this story?

“Matryona’s Home” (Do 10 points)

39. (3) Name three specifically Russian superstitions mentioned in the story.

40. (3) Give 2 examples of inefficiency and callousness of the Soviet bureaucracy that Matryona encounters.
41. (2) Why do Kira and her husband want Matryona’s top room?

42. (3) Describe the politics behind the lamenting during Matryona’ss funeral.

43. (2) What does the narrator find out about Matryona from one of her sisters-in-law?

44. (2) How does Matryona die?

45. (2) What is a “kolkhoz”?

“Things Fall Apart” (Do 18 points)

46. (3) What were2 characteristics of Okonkwo’s father that Okonkwo didn’t care for?

47. (2) Why does Okonkwo dislike his son Nwoye so much?

48. (2) What does chi refer to?

49. (3) Why has Nwoye, Okonkwo’s son, become a Christian? Why does the new religion appeal to him?

50. (3) How does the granting to the missionaries of a plot in the Evil Forest backfire?
51. (3) What clashes in values are created by the functioning of the British courts?

52. (2) How is Rev. Smith different from Rev. Brown?

53. (2) How did Okonkwo show his appreciation to his mother's clan?

54. (2) Aside from religion, what other institutions did the white man bring in Umuofia?

55. (2) Name one way that the six prisoners were humiliated by the messengers.

56. (2) What did Enoch, one of the converts, do during the festival of the earth goddess?

57. (2) Why do you think Okonkwo kills himself?

58. (3) List one Ibo proverb found in the text.
