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1. Enlightenment. Age of Reason. The Neo-Classical Period.

2. What are the approximate years of the period of Enlightenment? 1660-1770

3. Emphasis on the power of the mind.

4. Turn to Roman past for models.

5. No longer assumed God’s supervision of human affairs.

6. How did the traditional social order change during this period? 
New commerce  generated new wealth, new social class, new claims on social power.
7. What did Rene Descartes contribute to the philosophy of being? 

a. The mind is the source of individual being.

b. One’s identity resides in one’s mind.

c. What you think is more important than the outside physical world.

d. Doubt everything. Basis of the scientific method. Stem cell research and the Korean scientist.
e. Truth can be derived at through empirical observation, the use of reason, and systematic doubt.

8. Leibniz: Mind is isolated. No real communication can take place between one consciousness and another. Like between tomato plants. “You don’t know the real me.”

9. Possibility of the existence, beyond ourselves, of an entirely rational physical and moral universe. 
10. Isaac Newton’s order of natural law.
a. The universe can be explained completely through the use of mathematics.

b. The universe operates in a completely rational and predictable way.

c. One need not appeal to religion or theology to explain any aspect of the physical phenomena of the universe.

d. Universe like a massive clock built by a god and set into motion.
11. What was the conflict between reason and passion in man's nature, and how was man supposed to deal with it? 

12. What is Deism? 
a. Universe created by a rational being, and left it alone.

b. One and only one God exists.

c. God endowed the universe with natural moral and physical laws.

d. Men endowed with rational nature.
e. Separation of ethics from religion. Ethics understood as a matter of reason. “He that thinks reasonably must think morally. (Samuel Johnson)”
f. Natural law requires man to lead moral life. The purest form of worship and the chief religious obligation is to lead a moral life.

g. Although God created the universe, he does not interfere in its day to day running.

h. Why do you think Deism has not caught on as a major established religion? 
i. Read Voltaire's definition of a Theist, a believer in Deism; Deism. 

13. From which social group were the writers of the Enlightenment? 

a. Small cultural elite, writing for other of their kind.

b. Assumed rightness of how people should feel and behave.

14. What did "public" life designate? 

a. Public life mattered more than private life.

b. Designated the realm of government and diplomacy.

c. Occupations: encouraged oratory, travel, negotiation, exercise of political and economic power.

15. What were the French "salons"? Who presided over them? 

Gatherings for intellectual conversations. Women presided.
16. How did authors deal with the discrepancy between the social codes of behavior and how people acted in real life? 
a. Well-defined codes of behavior.

b. Religious sham, hypocrisy, ambiguities in sexual mores, misuse of social norms.

17. Comment on the importance of the social group over the individual in 18th century society. Compare this to the view of our society today. 

Importance of social group and shared values.

18. Comment on the view of marriage. 

Marriage as social microcosm.

19. Comment on the role of women. 

a. They fill subordinate roles.

b. Women’s role is in the home.

c. Home life matters less than does public life.

20. Comment on the 18th century view of nature. What did nature represent? 

a. Inherent order of things, including the physical universe. Permanence.
b. Human nature: remains in all times and places the same. Connection to the Ancient world.

21. Comment on the concept of nature as a model for social complexities. 

Ideal of harmony, of order in variety.

22. Comment on the concept of the constancy of human nature. 

23. What was the role and purpose of manners in the 18th century? Why are they necessary in a society? Why do you think they differ from one period to another and from one society to another? 

a. Agreed-on systems of behavior declared appropriate for specific situations.

b. Guides to manners. Peter the Great. Dancing. Conversations with women.

24. What was the role of literature in the 18th century? 

To delight and instruct its readers. Comedy and Tragedy. Satire and the novel.

25. What was the quarrel between the Ancients and the Moderns in England and France all about? 

a. Value of permanence vs. value of change. Conservative vs. liberal in our time
b. Ancients: Greece and Rome established standards applicable for all times and places.

c. Moderns: The new more valuable than the old. View of the US Constitution?
26. How was satire defined and what was its role? What was the role of the author? 

Criticism of vice and folly.

27. List five main components of Enlightenment thought and comment on each one.

28. Other issues:

a. John Lock

b. Every human being enters the world with all the same capacities.

c. All moral behavior arises from experience. Immoral behavior is product of the environment. Moral and intellectual outcomes can be changed.

d. Education above all else is responsible for forging the moral and intellectual characters of individuals. Education for every member of society. This view of education still dominates Western culture to this day.

e. Natural law - all human beings are fundamentally equal.

f. The purpose of authority is to protect human equality and freedom. Social groups agree to a "social contract" that places an authority over them. When that authority ceases to care for the welfare, independence and equality of individual humans, the social contract is broken and it is the duty of the members of society to over through that government.
g. This serves as one of the central influence in the formation of the American government.
h. Tolerance: religious, political, social. 

Does not mean “acceptance”, but “Take no steps to coerce physically or otherwise other individuals into changing their beliefs, thoughts or customs. One is still free to disapprove of these.” Similar to multiculturalism.
i. Human reason can be used to combat ignorance, superstition, tyranny, and dogma, and to build a better world.

j. Leaders of the American Revolution influenced by English and French Enlightenment. The God of the Declaration of Independence is the same deist God worshiped by the philosophers of the Enlightenment, not the God of the traditional churches.
k. Human beings can be improved through education and the development of their rational facilities.

l. Religious doctrines have no place in the understanding of the physical and human worlds.
m. Passion: Tolerate, moderate, suppress
