“Notes from the Underground”: Notes
Chapter IV.

1) Enjoyment in a toothache.

2) Malicious. spiteful

3) Sufferer’s enjoyment – make others suffer.

Chapter V.

1. Is it possible for a man to respect himself if he even finds enjoyment in his own humiliation?

a. Sin and repentence

b. Jimmy Swaggard.

2. Tried to fall in love, even suffered.

3. Spontaneous men and men of action are stupid and limited.

4. Revenge – out of justice – stupid man


- out of spite – educated man

5. The single vocation of every intelligent man consists in babbling.

Chapter VI.

1. Incapable of laziness. Criticism of art and literary criticism of his time. Beautiful and subline.

Chapter VII.

1. Does man do nasty things simply because he doesn’t know his own true interests? Read p. 1317

2. What about those who refuse to follow the beaten path? Perhaps their stubborness is really more pleasing to them than what is totheir advantage?

3. What is man’s advantage anyway? Read p. 1317.

4. Has man’s advantage ever been calculated with absolute certainty? Science and religion claim so.

5. Your advantages are: prosperity, wealth, freedom, peace, and so on. Anyone who is against these must be a madman.

6. There are men that go against the laws of reason and their advantage.
7. What is dearer to man than his own advantage? The thing that goes against reason and everything else? DESIRE.

8. Man will distort the truth, deny everything he has seen or heard to justify his own logic.

9. Man takes pleasure in spilling blood. Civilization makes man more bloodthirsty.

10. The most refined bloodshedders are almost always the most civilized gentlemen.

11. Cleopatra and needles. Website with gruesome pictures.

12. Are you convinced that science will teach man to follow his slef interest? Science will calculate with mathematical precision all answers, so that all possible questions will disappear = Crystal Palace. LOVE DETECTOR!

13. Life will be boring once everything has been calculated.

14. Perfect world is boring? Boredom leads people to do terrible things.

15. Man would prefer to be stupid and act irrationally.

16. Man has always preferred to act as he wished, and not as reason and advantage dictated.

17. Man needs only one thing – his own INDEPENDENT desire.

Chapter VIII.

1. Can man’s desires be calculated? What if they can? Ex. Next Thursday afternoon I will have a desire for a hamburger and french fries. I don’t think there is any point in us seeing each other, because I know for a fact that I will not desire you after November 10th. Some therapists claim that they can determine if a relationship is going to work out, or it will eventually lead to a divorce. Should we follow their advice?

2. Who would want to desire according to some formula? What is man without desire, without will, and without wishes – a stop in an organ pipe.
3. Science teaches us that eventually all desires will be reconciled with reason. You will still have desires, but you will not want to desire something that is not tou your advantage? Is this ok? Is this why we repent? For desiring something that is not to our advantage?

4. Reason is a fine thing…Read p. 1321.

5. Desire preserves for us what’s most important and precious – our personality and our individuality. Can you have these without desire?

6. Desire can coincide with reason – in moderation. But, most of the time desire disagrees with reason.

7. There are all kinds of things you can say about war. One thing that can’t be said about it – that it is rational. And it’s perpetrated by men who think of themselves as being rational.

8. Man is stupid and ungrateful. Shower him with all earthly blessings, and he will still commit some repulsive act. Why? Read p. 1323.

Chapter IX.

1. Why do you think it’s necessary to improve man, and why do you think that will be to man’s advantage? It will be to your advantage, but not necessarily his.

2. Man likes to build, but sometimes he also likes to destroy what he has built. Man is fond of destruction. Perhaps man is afraid of achieving his goal and completing the project under construction. Why?

3. Man likes the process of achieving his goal, and not the goal itself.

4. What’s wrong with 2 X 2 = 4? It doesn’t ask my opinion. Why is 2 x 2 =4 better? It’s my choice.

5. Why is well-being better than suffering? Man sometimes likes suffering better. So, why try to cure man of his suffering? NYT article on always happy. Give people antidote so they can suffer?
6. Man will never denounce suffering, chaos, destruction.

Chapter X.

1. What’s wrong with the Crystal Palace? Can’t stick your tongue at it. Why? It’s perfect.

2. What’s the difference between a Crystal Palace and a chicken coop if all you want is to get out of the rain? Why might a chicken coop be better? Visit to neat house.
3. We underground men should be kept in check. Why? Once we emerge out we keep talking on, and on, and on.

Chapter XI.

1. I don’t believe a word I am saying. I’m a lier.

2. Does it matter that he is a lier? What is a lier, anyway?

3. Do you think I am a lier? 

