Chapter VIII 

1. In the first two paragraphs of this Chapter the UM, and his opponent, ask, "... what if someday they really do discover the formula for all our desires and whims..." An article in US News and World Report suggests that scientists have made great stride in that direction. How would your own life and the decisions that you make change if, or when, that becomes a reality? What if the choices you make in buying a car, or finding a husband or wife can be easily predicted. Read 1.
2. What might man do, and why, if someone could discover the formula for all man's desires? Read 2.
3. The UM and his opponent have two different opinions regarding the question of why people sometimes do stupid things, or desire things that are not to their own advantage. What are their opinions? 

4. If someone is selling you a very cheap machine that can predict when you will sin, or do some stupid thing, would you buy it? 

5. The UM presents the view of his "opponent" regarding reason and free will. According to his opponent, how would man lead his life if his desires can be determined according to some formula? Do you agree with him? Is this what you would do? 
6. His objection to reason. Read 3, p. 1321
7. The UM says that desire preserves our personality and our individuality. What do you think he means by that? Describe the opposition between reason and desire? What does "desire" mean to you? 

8. Does desire have to oppose reason, according to the UM? Explain.  Read 4.
9. The UM says that one's rational faculty is about 20% of one's faculty. The US News and World Report suggests that it's even smaller than that: "According to cognitive neuroscientists, we are conscious of only about 5 percent of our cognitive activity, so most of our decisions, actions, emotions, and behavior depends on the 95 percent of brain activity that goes beyond our conscious awareness." If this is true (and we have to believe that it is true because it comes from the mouth of science), then does my being reside in the 95%, or in the 5%? How then should I lead my life? Should I give myself up to the irrational 95%, or should I obey the 5% rational faculty? What is the UM's answer? 
10. Men who pretend to be rational sometimes do irrational things. Why? Read 5. And 6;
11. What would man do, according to the UM, to make sure that reason does not prevail? Read 7.
12. The UM suggests that man sometimes clings to his stupidity just to assure himself that he is a man, and not a piano key. Do you think there is any truth to this in your own personal behavior? 

13. List what may prevent you from having free choice in the way you act, other than the laws of nature and perhaps other people. 

