Chapter VII 

1. This chapter begins as a satire of the ideals of the Enlightenment. 

2. Who said that man does nasty things because he doesn’t know his own true interests? Read Part 1..

3. Millions of facts point to the fact that people knowingly do things that are against their own advantage.

4. Is it possible to determine what is to man's advantage? Why, or why not? Read 2.
5. How can desiring something harmful to yourself be sometimes advantageous to you? 

6. What are some of the more important human advantages that society has derived for us, according to the UM? prosperity, wealth, freedom, peace. Read 3.
7. How does a society define a madman? One who goes against his self interests. Read 4.
8. How is this advantage remarkable and unique? Read 4, p. 1318.
9. “But man is so partial to systems and abstract conclusions that he’s ready to distort the truth intentionally, ready to deny everything that he himself has ever seen and heard, merely in order to justify his own logic.” 5. Examples? Politicians? Religions?
10. The UM claims that civilization has not made man any kinder. 
“Just look around: rivers of blood are being spilt, and in the most cheerful way, as if it were champagne.” Napoleon, American Civil War.

“What is it that civilization makes kinder in us? Ilization merely promotes a wider variety of sensations in man and . . . absolutely nothing else. And through the development of this variety man may even reach the point where he takes pleasure in spilling blood. Why, that’s even happened to him already. Haven’t you noticed that the most refined bloodshedders are almost always the most civilized gentlemen to whom all these Attila the Huns and Stenka Razins it’s precisely because they’re too common and have become too familiar to us.” 6.
11. “At least if man hasn’t become more bloodthirsty as a result of civilization, surely he’s become bloodthirsty in a nastier, more repulsive way than before. Previously man saw justice in bloodshed and exterminated whomever he wished with a clear conscience; whereas now, though we consider bloodshed to be abominable, we nevertheless engage in this abomination even more than before. Which is worse? Decide for yourselves.” 7

12. In fact, the most bloodthirsty men in history have also been most civilized. What examples does he give? Cleopatra. Torture in the Middle Ages. Any current examples? What is torture? Guantanamo prisoners.
13. Science teaches man that he is a "piano key" or an "organ stop". What does he mean by that? Read 8, p. 1319.
14. Science also teaches man that the laws of nature also apply to his own behavior. What’s left for man to decide and do then? What does that say about free will, then? People will get bored, and “what don’t people think up out of boredom?”, even pins.
15. If man's behavior can be calculated by some table, than how might a man react? Read 9, p. 1320. What do you think is wrong with being able to calculate one's behavior? 

16. What, according to the UM, is the only thing that a man needs at any cost? Independent desire. Read 10.
