Notes from the Underground

Chapter VI 

1. In our society, when I think of being humiliated I usually blame someone else for my humiliation. I say things like: "You humiliated me in front of my friends." Do you think there is any truth to the idea that perhaps sometimes we are not only responsible for our humiliation, but in fact we humiliate ourselves because we find pleasure in it? 

2. In this chapter the UM says that he has not done anything in his life, and not because he is lazy. He says he is incapable of even being lazy, and describes laziness as a positive trait. What are some of the things he would do if he could only be lazy? 
Commentary on critics:
“I should have chosen a Career for myself too: I would have been a sluggard and a glutton, not an ordinary one, but one who, for example, sympathized with everything beautiful and sublime. How do you like that? I’ve dreamt about it for a long time. … ;! I would’ve found myself a suitable activity at once—namely, drinking to everything beautiful and sublime. I would have seized upon every opportunity first to shed a tear into my glass and then drink to everything beautiful and sublime. Then I would have turned everything into the beautiful and sublime; I would have sought out the beautiful and sublime in the nastiest, most indisputable trash. I would have become as tearful as a wet sponge. An artist, for example, has painted a portrait of Ge. At once I drink to the artist who painted that portrait of Ge because I love everything beautiful and sublime. An author has written the words, “Just as you please,’”* at once I drink to “Just as you please,” because I love everything “beautiful and sublime.” I’d demand respect for myself in doing this, I’d persecute anyone who didn’t pay me any respect.”
