Notes from the Underground

Chapter V 

1. “Well, and is it possible, is it really possible for a man to respect himself if he even presumes to find enjoyment in the feeling of his own humiliation? “

2. How is it possible to find enjoyment in one's own humiliation? 

3. What does it mean to have respect for oneself?

4. Is it possible to have respect for oneself when one finds enjoyment in one’s own humiliation?

5. He says he would often repent for something that he didn’t do wrong.

6. Sin and repentance? Can one repent without having committed a sin? Sin defined by others. You repent for an action that others find wrong, not you. Did it ever happen to you when you were little that your parents told you to go and tell someone you are sorry for something that you did, but you know that it wasn’t your fault? Perhaps you punched another kid for calling you names. And your parents tell you you’ve gotta say it “like you mean it”. 
7. Girl repenting for getting pregnant, after being raped by a minister.

8. My wedding.

9. Jimmy Swaggard repenting.
10. Sometimes he would take offense for something that didn’t really offend him at all.
11. Is it possible to will oneself to take offense? This is different from "pretending" to take offense. To take offense for something that doesn't really offend you at all. 
12. The UM says that one time he tried really hard to fall in love. He even suffered like the lover. He was jealous, etc.
13. Is it possible to "will" yourself to be in love? My student says that love is a matter of choice. 

Compare the folks on “The Bachelor”. Is it true love, or do they will themselves to fall in love. Women who get kicked out cry because they feel they have fallen in love and now they are jilted.

14. Men of action are stupid and limited. Cannot have lingering doubts when they need to act. Bush.
15. The intellectual cannot act because he looks for foundations, causes, etc.
16. How can one tell the difference between seeking revenge out of justice, and seeking revenge out of spite?
“a man takes revenge because he finds justice in it. That means, he’s found a primary cause, a foundation: namely, justice. Therefore, he’s completely at ease, and, as a result, he takes revenge peacefully and successfully, convinced that he’s performing an honest and just deed.”
Death penalty. Justice is done!

 “if I begin to take revenge, it’s only out of spite.” But what if I don’t feel spite? I can’t make myself to take revenge.

17. Comment on the last sentence of Chapter V. What do you think is his attitude toward intellectuals? What is your attitude, and the attitude of your social group, toward intellectuals? Read last paragraph.
“All right, suppose I am a babbler, a harmless, annoying babbler, like the rest of us. But then what is to be done if the direct and single vocation of every intelligent man consists in babbling, that is, in deliberately talking in endless circles?”
