Dostoevsky
1. Contradictions in human nature. Laws of nature cannot explain them.
2.Philosopher, social and political commentator.
3.Dostoevsky's religion:
a.Humanity is fallen, but man is free to choose between Christ and evil.
b.Choosing Christ means taking on oneself the burden
4.Insistence on the personal freedom of choice.
5.Only Russia has preserved true Christianity.
Dostoevsky began to feel that the only way to restore unity and harmony among Russians was for the educated upper classes to reject the imitation of European ways and ideas and to return to a uniquely Russian manner of life. 
The specific characteristics of such a way of life would include the following: 
(1) a basis in family life, with patriarchal relations within families and democratic relations between families; 
(2) recognition of the primary importance of religion (that is, the Russian Orthodox church) and the religious way of life; 
(3) meek acknowledgement by all that their own faults are at the root of personal failure and social disorder--that is, that all are guilty; and 
(4) a striving for a life of mutual support, both moral and physical, and of brotherly love for all.

6.  West in complete decay: Catholicism - forces salvation by magic authority; the rest Bourgeois and materialistic.
In London he attended the 1862 World's Fair and had a first-hand look at the Crystal Palace, the architectural wonder of the age. The image of the Crystal Palace, which for progressive critics symbolized the dawning of a new age of reason and harmony, was to loom large in Dostoevsky's works to come, especially Notes from Underground and Crime and Punishment.

7.  Utopia: no freedom of choice: Eldorado paradise.
NOTES FROM THE UNDERGROUND
1. Precedes the four great novels: Crime and Punishment, the Idiot, The Possessed, the Brothers Karamazov.
2. Made up of two parts: monologue addressing a hypothetical reader and a confession.
3. Self criticism.
4. Criticism of the assumptions of modern civilization, of 19th century optimism about human nature and progress, and of all kinds of Utopias.
5. He attacks
a. The view that human nature is good.
b. That we generally seek what is beneficial to us.
c. That science propounds eternal truths.
d. That paradise on earth is possible, or that it is good.
6. If science were valid, then humanity would become a "piano key," "an organ stop." Nothing for man to do.
7. The Socialist view:
a. Man should follow his enlightened interests
b. Man is rational
c. Man is noble and good
d. Earth will be a place of prosperity and peace.
8. What if:
a. Man doesn't always follow his self-interest?
b. Man is consciously irrational, evil, bloodthirsty.
9. Despised Utopias: ant heap.
10. Believed that man cannot achieve freedom and happiness at the same time. Happiness can be bought at the expense of freedom. Utopia = slavery.
“Notes from the Underground”

1. Is human nature good or bad?

a. If good, why are some people bad?
b. If bad, how can we turn bad people into good people?
2. Does man always seek what is beneficial to him?
3. Can science discover and propound eternal truths about human nature?
4. Is paradise on earth possible? Why? How? Why not?
5. Is paradise good?

6. Is man rational?

a. Yes. Then why does man sometimes act irrationally?

b. No. can man be turned into a rational being?

7. Is it good to be rational? Why? Why not?

8. Is freedom (not the political type) possible for man?

9. Is happiness possible for man?

10. Which does man want more, freedom or happiness? Can they co-exist?
