Notes from the Underground, Notes

Chapter II

1. Being overly conscious is a disease.

2. What does it mean to be "overly conscious"? How can being overly conscious be a disease, or a bad thing? 

3. The UM contrasts the overly conscious man with the man of action. List some of the characteristics of each type. 
Bush vs. Gore; cowboy diplomacy, etc.
4. What is his attitude toward humiliation, helplessness and despair? Pleasure. Read middle p. 1310.
“I’ve experienced some moments when, It someone had slapped my face, I might even have been grateful for it. I’m being serious, I probably would have been able to derive a peculiar sort of pleasure from it—the pleasure of despair, naturally, hut the most intense pleasures occur in despair, especially when you’re very acutely aware of the hopelessness of your own predicament. As for a slap in the face—why, here the consciousness of being beaten to a pulp would overwhelm you.”
Perhaps not all of us feel the same way regarding humiliation and helplessness. But how do you explain people who do? How do you explain sado-masochists?
5. The UM says that sometimes he feels pleasure when thinking that he has done something revolting. Then he asks whether other people feel this same pleasure. Do you believe this is also perhaps part of human nature, or is it unique to him?
Are there people who find indescribable pleasure when confessing sins? I’ve been such a bad boy, I deserve to be whipped!

6. “I’ve always considered myself smarter than everyone around me, and sometimes, believe me, I’ve been ashamed of it.” Contradiction.
