Notes from the Underground, Notes

Chapter I 

1. Examples of the UM's character, as he defines himself. 
I am a sick man. … I am a spiteful man. I am a most unpleasant man.

Compare to Rousseau: “I know the feelings of my heart, and I know men. I am not made like any of those I have seen; I venture to believe that I am not made like any of those who are in existence.”

 I was a nasty official. I was rude and took pleasure in it.
I’d gnash my teeth and feel unending pleasure if I succeeded in causing someone distress.
Perhaps he is saying “I’m like all of you, my dear readers. When you are looking at me, you are looking at yourself in the mirror. You are angry at me because you don’t like what you see in the mirror.” 

2. List some of the underground man's (UM's) self-contradictions.

“I’m sufficiently educated not to be superstitious; but I am, anyway.”
You are all educated. Do you still believe in miracles?

“Not only was I not a spiteful man, I was not even an embittered one”
“I was lying about myself just now when I said that I was a nasty official. I lied out of spite.”
“Not only couldn’t I become spiteful, I couldn’t become anything at all: neither spiteful nor good, neither a scoundrel nor an honest man, neither a hero nor an insect.”
Is there a scientific explanation for spite? What exactly is it supposed to accomplish? Aren’t we all spiteful to a certain degree. 

“It’s rude to live past forty, it’s indecent. Immoral! Who lives more than forty years? …I myself will live to sixty. I’ll make it to seventy! Even to eighty!”
What general opinion do you have of people who contradict themselves? 

3. The UM says that intelligent people cannot become anything, only fools can become something. This is certainly opposite of what we think. What do you think he means by this statement? 
4. His room is nasty, his servant is a foul smelling old lady, and he dislikes Petersburg. Why do you think he won't leave? 

5. Are you, as a reader, irritated at him, as he suggests? Why would you be irritated? Perhaps, again, because you hate looking at yourself in the mirror?
