Chekhov. “The Lady with the Dog”
1. Written in 1899, The Lady with the Dog is perhaps Chekhov's best known and certainly one of his best-loved stories.
2. Story takes place in Yalta, a Russian (now Ukrainian) resort on the Black Sea.
3. “It was said that a new person had appeared on the sea front: a lady with a little dog.”
1. This at once stirs the hunting instinct of the experienced Gurov.

2. One day, "the lady with the dog" sits down next to Dmitri to eat in the public gardens. 

3. The man pets her dog in order to strike up a conversation. 

4. He learns that she is called Anna Sergeyevna, that she is married, and that she has come to Yalta on vacation, and that she’ll be staying there for a month. 

5. He tells her that he has an arts degree and has been trained to be an opera singer, but had given it up to work in a bank. Mention student.
6. They are watching boats come into the harbor, and he suddenly kisses her and proposes that they go to her hotel room. She accepts.
7. She begins to feel remorseful and worries that Gurov will not respect her if they become lovers: "It’s wrong," she says, and adds "You will be the first to despise me now."

8. “Anna Sergeyevna was touching; there was about her the purity of a good, simple woman who had seen little of life. The solitary candle burning on the table threw a faint light on her face, yet it was clear that she was very unhappy.”

9. “I am a bad, low woman; I despise myself and don't attempt to justify myself. It's not my husband but myself I have deceived. And not only just now; I have been deceiving myself for a long time. My husband may be a good, honest man, but he is a flunkey! I don't know what he does there, what his work is, but I know he is a flunkey! I was twenty when I was married to him. I have been tormented by curiosity; I wanted something better. 'There must be a different sort of life,' I said to myself. I wanted to live! To live, to live! . . . I was fired by curiosity . . . you don't understand it, but, I swear to God, I could not control myself; something happened to me: I could not be restrained. I told my husband I was ill, and came here. . . . And here I have been walking about as though I were dazed, like a mad creature; . . . and now I have become a vulgar, contemptible woman whom any one may despise."

10. Over the next week, Anna and Dmitri see a lot of each other and grow close.

11. Every evening the couple observes the sunset from the vantage point over Yalta at Oreanda and are impressed anew by the "beautiful and majestic" scenery.

12. Anna’s husband sends her a letter urging her return, and she leaves Dmitri with something like relief. 

13. When Anna Sergeyevna leaves Yalta, her affair has seemingly concluded.

14. When parting with Dmitri she says, "It's a good thing I am going away … It's fate itself!"

15. Dmitri Gurov is an aging, dissatisfied bureaucrat who surprises himself by falling in love with Anna.
16. Although he denigrates women and refers to them as "the lower race," Gurov secretly admits that he feels more comfortable with them than he does with men.
17. In Gurov we see the changes in a man who has fallen in love and then forced to reexamine his views of the world.
18. Returning to Moscow, he expects to forget her in a month.

19. Back home in Moscow, Gurov's life seems empty and unrewarding.
20. He cannot communicate with his friends or his wife.
21. Gurov confides what has happened to a man at his club, but the man mishears him and thinks he is talking about the sturgeon they had just eaten.

22. Dmitri believes that his memories of Anna will soon wane and that he can continue his everyday routine in peace and satisfaction. 

23. However, this does not happen, and soon he grows to despise the "useless pursuits and conversations" with which he is surrounded.

24. Dmitri resolves to visit Anna in her hometown.

25. There he finds Anna’s house. It’s surrounded by a long gray fence, studded with nails, a symbol of the inaccessible "prison" in which she has had to live since her marriage.

26. Dmitri decides to go to the theater hoping Anna will also attend. 

27. Sure enough he sees Anna in the audience watching the show with her husband.

28. During intermission Anna tells Dmitri that she has missed him but also berates him for coming to see her. 

29. The lovers decide that Anna will visit Dmitri in Moscow, on the excuse that she has to see a gynecologist.
30. And there Chekhov leaves them. As he once said, it is not the function of art to solve problems but to present them correctly.
31. The story ends on a typical note of ambiguity, as Dmitri recognizes that he is living two lives: "one open, seen and known by all who cared to know" and another "running its course in secret."

32. The story is emotional and brings to life the loveless marriages that many couples found themselves in due to the nature of marriage.

33. Marriages were usually arranged by parents and set up as a sort of business deal.  

34. If not there were marriages because it was the proper and correct thing to do.  

35. Social standing was based on the ownership of a business or a high position in a firm.

36. In the beginning Chekhov presents Gurov in a mostly unfavorable light emphasizing his manipulation of women.

37. Anna is a young, bored, upper-class married woman in Yalta for the first time. 

38. Although still quite young, she–like Gurov–is also a creature of contradictions. 

39. She wants to be honest and pure, but she also craves excitement and adventure. 

40. She, too, is trapped in a suffocating marriage. Anna wants to experience more of life "("To live, to live!").
41. He was not even attracted by anything particularly personal about Anna–only her obvious availability and the excitement of pursuit.
42. The affair with Anna was merely "another episode or adventure in his life.”
43. Moscow is the social prison in which Gurov lives–locked in his loveless marriage and shallow friendships. 

44.  “He always believing that every man had his real, most interesting life under the cover of secrecy and under the cover of night. All personal life rested on secrecy, and possibly it was partly on that account that civilised man was so nervously anxious that personal privacy should be respected.” Bill Clinton.
45. Conventional morality plays no significant part in the story's conclusions.
46. [They] could not understand why he had a wife and she a husband. They forgave each other for what they were ashamed of in their past, they forgave everything in the present, and felt that this love of theirs had changed them both. .. And it seemed as though in a little while the solution would be found, and then a new and splendid life would begin.
47. It is through this adulterous affair that Gurov discovers his humanity and even his morality. Gurov has always taken women for granted and has treated them without compassion or respect.
48. “Why did she love him so much? He always seemed to women different from what he was, and they loved in him not himself, but the man created by their imagination, whom they had been eagerly seeking all their lives; (Barbara) and afterwards, when they noticed their mistake, they loved him all the same. And not one of them had been happy with him. Time passed, he had made their acquaintance, got on with them, parted, but he had never once loved; it was anything you like, but not love.”

49. And only now when his head was grey he had fallen properly, really in love -- for the first time in his life.”

