“Things Fall Apart”

1. Novel takes place at the beginning of the 20th century.

2. Colonialism as outgrowth of Industrial revolution.

3. Communist Manifesto – colonialism.

4. Pacification occurred between 1900 and 1920.

5. Subjected to indiscriminate slaughter and terror. No one else knew how to subdue these Igbo towns. No king or authority.
6. Language problems.

7. What does it mean to be civilized?

8. Did Europe bring “civilization” to “savages” in Africa?

9. Society infected with individualism.

10. Civilization for the British, meant a hierarchy of authority, a centralized system of rule.

11. Trade, government, and religion – colonial trinity.

12. Ethnocentrism.

13.  “The Southern provinces were populated by tribes in the lowest stage of primitive savagery.”

14. European myth: No difference existed among the ethnic groups in Black Africa.

15. Interpreter of African culture abroad and at home.

16. Emphasizes alternate set of traditions, ideas, and values.

17. Despised that Africans internalize the European attitude and emulate a supposedly superior white European civilization.

18. Use of language: Colonizers language or tribal tongue?

19. Proverbs

20. Customs and superstitions.

21. The values of traditional Igbo society.

a. What are the customs and cultural expectations of Umofia?

b. How does one succeed in this society, and who is left behind?

c. What are the important crops?

d. What is the role of war, of religion, and of the arts?

e. How are decisions made in Umofia, and who makes them?

f. What different roles do men and women play?

g. What do we learn from the kola ceremony about hospitality and the taking of titles?

