PAGE  
4

“Things Fall Apart”

CHAPTER 1

1. Okonkwo is famous. Why? How does one gain fame?

2. Okonkwo’s name means “stubborn male pride.

3. Okonkwo: physical description.

4. Contrast with his father: lazy, drunkard, in debt to his neighbors, loved music. He was a failure. Coward, could not bear the sight of blood.

5. Okoye comes to collect a debt. Describe reception. Goat skin. Kola nut. Who should break it first? Guest-host relationship. Civilization? To be civilized.

6. “Among the Ibo the art of conversation is regarded very highly, and proverbs are the palm-oil with which words are eaten.” (2067)

7. Simple task: Can I have my money back? Results in an entire ritual.
8. Wealth: Yams, number of wives, number of titles. Okonkwo had two barns full of yams, three wives and 2 titles.

9. QUESTIONS

a. What are Okonkwo’s characteristics: physical and personality?

b. What are the characteristics of his father?

c. What is the meaning of the line “proverbs are the palm-oil with which words are eaten.”

d. How would Okonkwo describe a successful man?

e. “A man was judged according to his worth and not according to the worth of his father.” How does this compare to the western view at the time?

f. “Age was respected… but achievement was revered.” Compare to western society.

CHAPTER 2
1. Night superstitions:

a. Children warned not to whistle for fear of evil spirits.

b. Snake never called by its name because it would hear.

2. Village meeting

a. Orator – powerful. Compare to statesman.

b. War

c. Vengeance

d. Resolution

e. Compare to western ways of dealing with such things.

3. Oracle and its role: war must be just.
4. Is this a good solution? Who benefits? Who loses?

5. What does Okonkwo fear the most? How is this reflected in his behavior? Rules with a heavy hand.

6. Describe his compound: 

a. Three wives, each her own hut

b. Medicine house: shrine of hiss personal god and ancestral spirits. How did he worship them? (2071)

7. QUESTIONS

a. What effect does night have on the people? What do they fear?

b. What is the nature of the conflict with Mbiano?

c. What is the purpose of the taking of Ikemefuna?

d. In what ways does Okonkwo overcompensate for his father’s weaknesses?

e. What is Okonkwo’s attitude toward women?

f. What is his attitude toward his son Nwoye?

g. What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of the family structure?
CHAPTER 3

1. Okonkwo’s father goes to consult the Oracle. Describe the Oracle. 

2. What function does it play? 

3. Priestess of Agbala. Status of women in the culture. 

4. What ritual surrounded the Oracle? 

5. What advice did the Oracle give Okonkwo’s father?

6. Describe Unoka’s death. Swelling – Evil Forest.

7. Okonkwo goes to a rich man (nine wives, 30 children) to ask for a favor. Describe ritual. Kola nut. Okonkwo’s wine. 

8. What priviledges are given to a man’s first wife? Wives drink wine in turn, from oldest to youngest.

9. Okonkwo borrows yam seed. First season not very successful.

10. QUESTIONS:

a. Where do people go to obtain advice for troubles? the future?  

b. What ritual surrounded seeing the Oracle?   

c. What advice did the Oracle give to Okonkwo's father?
d. Symobolism of Mother Earth : bowels , respect/honor, womb

e. How are diseased/dying people treated in the tribe? With respect to burial? 
f. p. 19 "As our people say, a man who pays respect to the great paves the way for his own greatness."  

g. What privledges are given to a man's first wife?
h. What was needed to approach Nwakibie for some yams? 
CHAPTER 4

1. Okwonko has disdain for men without titles.

2. Relationship between Okwonko and Ikemefuna.

3. Okwonko beats his wife during Week of Peace.

4. Punishment: she goat, one hen, cloth, cowries.

5. What is really the crime? Beating the wife, or not observing Week of Peace? What does it tell you about the values of the culture?
6. How was Week of Peace celebrated? People called on their neighbors, drank palm-wine.
7. Preparation for planting yam.
8. “Yam stood for manliness, and he who could feed his family on yams from one harvest to another was a very great man indeed.” (2079)

9. QUESTIONS:

a. Does hard work deserve success? 

b. How did the Ibo judge a person?

c. At one point, Okonkwo says that affection is a sign of weakness. Do you agree? 

d. How did Okonkwo break the Week of Peace? 

e. What emphasis is placed on the "gods" in the tribe? 
CHAPTER 5

1. The Earth goddess Ani: source of fertility, judge of morality and conduct, in close communion with the departed fathers of the clan.

2. Feast of the New Yam: Describe (2080)

3. What is Okwonko’s attitude toward feasts?

4. The story of Ikwefi. What kind of a woman is she?

5. Why was Okwonko fond of Ezinma?

6. QUESTIONS:

a. Who was the most important god, Ani? (judge of morality/conduct) 

b. Describe the New Yam Festival. 

c. Why was Okonkwo fond of Ezinma? 
  
CHAPTER 6

1. Children dying: Wicked spirit.. My pierced ear.
2. Wrestling match. Compare to our sports events.

3. Ezinma here to stay, 10 years old.

4. Chielo – Oracle.

CHAPTER 7

1. Nwoye has begun to act like a man. Uses languages indicating rudeness to women.

2. “No matter how prosperous a man was, if he was unable to rule his women folk and his children he was not really a man.”

3. Arrival of the locusts.

4. Ikemefuna must die – Oracle. Why no objection from Okonkwo?
5. What holds a country together? Culture, Tradition, Army.

6. Okonkwo should not take part in the killing. He does. Why? What effect did it have on Nwoye.

7. Treatment of twins.

CHAPTER 8

1. How did Okonkwo react to Ikemefuna’s death?

2. What is his attitude toward his daughter Ezinma?

3. Pride price and engagement rituals>

4. Customs and values – must be followed and obeyed.

CHAPTER 9

1. What is the relationship between Ekwefi and Ezinma?

2. What is ogbanje? How do the Uoufia explain the premature death of Ekwefi’s children?

3. What was the ritual to prevent the return of the ogbanje?

CHAPTER 10

1. Egwugwo ceremony.

2. Spirits of ancestors.

3. Function of the ceremony.

4. How do they refute the unfaithfulness of the wife?

5. Role of ancestors.

6. Power of belief. Whom do we believe?

7. Resolution of conflicts.

Chapter 11

1. The Moral of the folktale of the tortoise. What values does it reflect?

2. What does the incident involving the priestess of Agbala reflect about the values of the culture?

3. Agbala wants to see Ezinma. Why do the parents go along with it? Read p. 2109.

4. Chielo was not a woman that night.

5. Why female priestess in a male dominated society?

6. In the last paragraph we find out how Ekwefi got married to Okonkwo.

Chapter 12.

1. Importance of family in uri ceremony.

2. Wedding is a family and village affair. It’s a woman’s ceremony.

3. Read p. 2117

Chapter 13.

1. Depiction of a funeral. Systemic introduction to the major rituals of Ibo life.

2. How does the egwugwu praise the dead man?

3. Read pp. 2118-2119

4. Okonkwo has killed before this. What makes this incident so serious, though it would be treated as mare accident under our law?

5. Crime against the earth goddess to kill a clansman. Must flee from the clan, can return in 7 years. Describe on p. 2120.

Chapter 14

1. Okonkwo is well received by his mother’s kinsmen. Though feels like fish out of water.

2. No pleasure from work any more.

3. His personal god was not for great things.

4. Uchendo, Okwonko’s uncle.

5. Value placed on chastity. Why?

6. Nneka: “Mother is Supreme”. A man belongs to his fatherland when things are good, but he finds refuge in his motherland.”

7. Uchendo has suffered, too. Dead children. His daughter threw away many twins.

Chapter 15

1. Obierika comes to visit.

2. The story of the destruction of the village of Abame.

3. Africans treat the white man’s language as mere noise, a mirror of how colonizers treated African languages. Germans in Russia.

4. Man on bicycle. Probably lost, looking for directions to a village.

5. Oracle warns villagers, get rid of him. They kill him tie his bicycle to a tree.

6. British soldiers come and kill everyone at a market. Based on a real event.

7. Uchendu: “Never kill a man who says nothing.” There is no story that is not true.” “What is good among one people is an abomination with others.”

Chapter 16

1. Obierika makes another visit to Okonkwo two years later.

2. Missionaries have come to Umuofia.

3. How did the community in Mbanta, where Okonkwo lives in exile, react to the missionaries?

4. Converts – efulefu – worthless, empty men.

5. Chielo called converts the excrement of the clan.

6. Nwoye has become a Christian: Killing of twins, killing of Ikemefuna.
7. Religious debate.

8. False gods vs. true God.

9. One God vs. many gods.

10. God has Son. Does he have a wife?

11. Point of debate: useless to debate.

Chapter 17

1. Mutual misunderstandings between the missionaries and the people of the village.

2. Plot in the Evil Forest.

3. Missionaries did not die in the Evil Forest.

4. Through their glasses missionaries could talk to spirits.

5. First woman convert. Had twins four times. Husband: good riddance.

6. When Nwoye leaves his father Mr. kiaga says: “Blessed is he who forsakes his father and his mother for my sake.”

7. Okonkwo’s reaction to Nwoye’s conversion.

8. To abandon the gods of one’s father and go about with a lot of effeminate men clicking like old hens was the very depth of abomination.”

9. Okonkwo called the “Roaring Fire.” How could he have begotten a woman for a son?”

Chapter 18

1. Outcasts want to join the church.

2. Debate whether they should join. 

3. Mr. Kiaga:” Before God, there is no slave or free.”

4. Outcasts become the strongest adherents of the new faith.

5. What to do about converts.

6. Okonkwo strongest opinion against them.

7. Villagers decide to simply ostracize them.

8. White man brought not only religion, but government as well. Built a place of judgement in Umuofia. Hanged one man who killed a missionary. Good solution. What would villagers do?
Chapter 19

1. Traditional Umuofila custom can welcome an erring member once he has paid for his crime. What do we do? Treatment of released prisoners. Prisoners in Siberia. Teacher in Matryona’s home.

2. Okonkwo organizes a big feast to thank everyone.

3. Eldest member of the clan: “I fear for you young people, because you do not understand how strong is the bond of kinship. (All celebrations and rituals involve entire family clans). Read last paragraph on page 2137

Chapter 20

1. Okonkwo returns to his village.

2. He had lost the chance to be the leader of the clan: The clan was alike a lizard; if it lost its tail it soon grew another.

3. Tragedy of his son, but had 5 other sons. Would bring them up differently.

4. Never stopped regretting Exinma was a girl. She understood him most.

5. Church prospers. Sometimes worthy men would join, not just outcasts.

6. District commissioner judged in ignorance. Court messengers would bring men to him, They were hated.

7. Some in prison for throwing away twins. Prisoners made to clean compound.

8. Messengers beat prisoners. Iraq case.

9. Okonkwo: let’s fight back.

10. Obierika: It’s too late. Our men have joined the ranks of the strangers. They have joined their religion and help to uphold their laws.

Chapter 21

1. Not everyone in Umuofia was against the new changes. They liked the new trading store, they could sell their palm oil kernels, much money flowed into the village.

2. Mr. Brown well respected. Wanted to learn everything about the local religion. Did not believe in frontal attack of the religion.

3. More people came to learn in his school. Religion and education went hand in hand. Gave away presents. Same in America. Good way to attract converts. Cena and Lydia case.
4. Okonkwo did not get much attention. He mourned for the warlike men of Umuofia, they had all become soft like women.

Chapter 22

1. Reverend James Smith. Saw the world as a battlefield between the children of light and the children of darkness.

2. Enoch – overzealous convert, son of the snake-priest.

3. Greatest crime in village to unmask an egwugwu. Enoch tears off the mask. Vilalge thrown into confusion.

4. Egwugwo destroy church. You can stay with us if you like our ways. You can worship your own god.

Chapter 23

1. Nothing happens for two weeks afterwards.

2. Men get arrested. Commissioner guarantees fair treatment, judgement as is done in his country.
3. Prisoners shaved, beaten. Villagers told to pay 250 bags of cowries (50 more for themselves), otherwise they will hang.

Chapter 24

1. Prisoners return home, dejected. Okonkwo swears vengeance against the whites.

2. Villagers meet.

3. Messengers tells them to stop the meeting.

4. Okonkwo kills the messenger.

Chapter 25

1. Okonkwo commits suicide.

2. Strangers must take his body down. Abomination for a man to take his own life.

3. Obierika: “That man was one of the greatest men in Umuofia. You drove him to kill himself; and now he will be buried like a dog.”

PROVERBS: The palm oil with which words are eaten. 

1. Fame grew like bush fire.

2. Slippery as fish in water.

3. The sun will shine on those who stand, before it shines on those who kneel under them.

4. When the moon is shining the cripple becomes hungry for a walk.

5. A man who pays respect to the great, paves the way for his own greatness.

6. A toad does not run in the daytime for nothing.

7. An old man is always uneasy when dry bones are mentioned in a proverb.

